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The 2012-2016 Pontiac Parks and Recre-
ation Master Plan was prepared by the City 
of Pontiac to serve as a guide and deci-
sion making document for future recreation 
facilities and programs. The Plan presents 
an inventory of existing facilities and pro-
grams within the community as well as an 
evaluation of opportunities and needs. The 
Plan considers the existing facilities in and 
around the community, as well as the antici-
pated demand for additional or improved fa-
cilities and programs. The Plan also includes 
goals, objectives and a 5-Year Action Plan.

The jurisdiction of this Recreation Master 
Plan includes the geographical limits of the 
City of Pontiac. 

The Plan is also intended to enable the City 
to apply for funding assistance from vari-
ous agencies to work toward implementing 
the documented recommendations. This 
Plan provides for five years of grant eligibil-
ity with the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (MDNR). 

The City of Pontiac is located in Oakland 
County, Michigan, approximately 25 miles 
northwest of Detroit and covers about 20 
square miles of land (see Regional Setting 
Map). The City has a total population of 

Community
Description

Section 1

59,515 residents according to the 2010 U.S. 
Census. The Clinton River generally travers-
es east-west through the heart of the City.

Pontiac’s history is deeply rooted in the 
transportation industry, from the wagons 
carrying New York state farmers looking 
for better land in the 1820’s, to its position 
as a General Motors “anchor” city. The City 
has been highly dependent on the automo-
bile manufacturing industry, which resulted 
in lost jobs, high unemployment rates and 
very tight City budgets as the industry has 
declined over the last several decades. 
Since then, the industry has sought to 
transform its employment base from tra-
ditional assembly-line jobs to engineering, 
testing and global leadership operations. 
The success of this transformative effort will 
undoubtedly have a critical economic impact 
in the City and surrounding areas.

Pontiac’s central location in Oakland County 
offers convenient access from all areas of 
the Detroit metropolitan area. Interstates 
75 and 696, M-59, M-1, and U.S. 24 con-
nect Pontiac to downtown Detroit and neigh-
boring communities. Pontiac is the terminus 
of Woodward Avenue, a major northwest-
southeast highway in Detroit, while Tele-
graph Road (U.S. 24) is the main north-
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south route through greater Detroit. Mass 
transit within the City of Pontiac is available 
through the Suburban Mobility Authority for 
Regional Transportation (SMART), either on 
fixed route busses or by small bus advanced 
reservation. 

OAKLAND CO.

Regional
Setting Map
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Planning Process

Section 2

The following is a general description of the 
planning process used to develop the City of 
Pontiac Parks and Recreation Master Plan.

Background Studies
The data necessary to assemble the back-
ground studies for the plan were collected 
from various sources including: City Staff, 
Oakland County, Friends of Clinton River 
Trail, MDNR, and field observations. The 
Community Description, Administrative 
Structure, Recreation Inventory, and Basis 
For Action sections were drafted and re-
viewed and modified by City staff and con-
sultants. The Inventory of city-owned park 
facilities was completed in April 2011.

Online Survey
An online survey was created and posted 
to the City of Pontiac website from June 
15, 2011 through October 4, 2011. A flyer 
and a number of emails were sent out to a 
variety of stakeholders encouraging comple-
tion of the survey. Hard copies were also 
made available at the Bowen’s and Peterson 
Senior Centers. Seventy-three (73) surveys 
were fully completed and 123 were partially 
completed. Survey results were used to 
assist City staff in the development of the 
Action Program.

Staff Meetings
City staff and consultants met to review 
draft documents, conduct the inventory and 
discuss project status throughout the devel-
opment of the Plan including meetings in-
January, April, August and November 2011.

Action Program
The Action Program outlines the direction 
and priorities for the City of Pontiac parks 
and recreation as funds are available. The 
Action Program includes overall goals and 
objectives that fall into one of four catego-
ries: 
• Maintenance and Crime Prevention
• Staffing and Partnerships
• Funding
• Non-Motorized Improvements

In addition, the Action Program includes a 
Capital Improvements Schedule highlight-
ing near-, mid-, and long-term priorities for 
many of the park properties.
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Public Hearing
The draft Master Plan was made available 
for public review at City Hall and on the City 
website starting in December of 2011. A no-
tice of draft plan availability was published 
in the newspaper on January 11, 2012. 
The public hearing was held on January 27, 
2012 in front of City Council. Numerous in-
terested persons provided comments during 
the public hearing and several comments 
were received by e-mail during the public 
comment period.

Adoption
After incorporating a variety of changes re-
sulting from the public comment period and 
public hearing, the Pontiac Parks and Recre-
ation Master Plan was adopted by Order of 
the Emergency Manager on April 4, 2012. 
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Administrative
Structure

Section 3

The following describes how parks and rec-
reation facilities, activities and resources are 
governed and administrated within the City 
of Pontiac. The function of the various enti-
ties with recreation responsibilities and the 
overall administrative hierarchy of the City 
is outlined. Additionally, City expenditure 
and revenue trends are summarized.

Public Act 156 of 1917 (Local Government, 
Operate System of Public Recreation) au-
thorizes cities, villages, counties, town-
ships, and school districts to operate local 
recreation facilities and recreation systems. 
The Act states that a city, village, county or 
township may operate a system of public 
recreation and playgrounds, acquire, equip 
and maintain land, buildings or other rec-
reation facilities, employ a superintendent 
of recreation and assistants and vote and 
expend funds for the operation of systems.

City Organizational Structure

City Council/Emergency Manager
The City of Pontiac is currently in receiver-
ship under Public Act 4 of 2011 after hav-
ing been determined to be in a condition 
of financial emergency. As such, an Emer-
gency Manager has been appointed by the 
Governor to oversee all City finances and 

operations. According to the Act, the actions 
of the City Council are subject to written 
approval of the Emergency Manager. Thus, 
the ultimate authority for the provision of 
recreation in the City is held by the Council 
with approval by the Emergency Manager. 
In this manner, the budget and activities of 
the various departments with responsibility 
for recreation in the City are established. 
Additionally, the City Council with approval 
of the Emergency Manager has the respon-
sibility for the adoption of this 5-Year Recre-
ation Master Plan.

Department of Public Works & Utilities
Administrative functions related to the 
operation of the City’s parks and recre-
ation programs have been delegated to the 
City’s Department of Public Works & Utili-
ties (DPW). The DPW is currently led by an 
Interim Director, with supervisory responsi-
bility for parks and recreation in addition to 
such functions as streets, cemeteries, build-
ings and grounds, public sewer and water.

The Forestry & Grounds Superintendent of 
the DPW has primary administrative respon-
sibility for parks and recreation within the 
City. In overseeing parks and recreation, 
the Superintendent calls upon the expe-
rience and resources of numerous staff. 
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Citizens

City of Pontiac
Recreation Organizational Chart
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CouncilMayor

Emergency
Manager

DPW
Director

Forestry & 
Grounds

Superintendent

Parks
Foreman

Golf Course
Contractor

Peterson Senior
Center Director

Bowen’s Senior
Center Director

Hwy. Maint.
Staff (Park

Maintenance)
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Shared by All Departments
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For parks, vehicle and recreation building 
maintenance, the Superintendent utilizes 
a Building Maintenance Foreman as well as 
highway maintenance staff workers and me-
chanics (these employees are shared by the 
other divisions of the DPW). The Forestry 
& Grounds Superintendent also oversees a 
Parks Foreman with responsibility for parks 
maintenance. Each of the two senior cen-
ters in the City is operated by a director and 
senior recreation leader. Finally, the Pontiac 
Golf Course is managed by an independent 
contractor.

Recreation Partnerships
The City of Pontiac maintains relationships 
with the Pontiac School District and a va-
riety of private recreation groups to coor-
dinate the use and maintenance of recre-
ational facilities and facilitate a broad array 
of recreational programs. A description of 
these partnerships is provided below.

Sports Leagues
Several private recreation leagues are active 
within the City of Pontiac. The City allows 
these leagues to utilize City parks, and in 
many cases, relies on the private leagues to 
maintain the facilities that they utilize dur-
ing the course of the season. These private 
sports leagues include:

• Coach Genevieve Sports: Adult Co-
Ed Kickball; Youth Play-Action Flag 
Football; Youth Wizards Soccer; Youth 
Diamond Girls Softball

• Pontiac League of Athletic Youth 
(PLAY): Youth Pontiac Saints Football 
and Cheerleading; Youth Pontiac 
Saints AAU Basketball and Baseball

• Pontiac Cobras: Youth Baseball; Youth 
Basketball

• Michigan Youth Football and Cheer 
Conference (MYFCC) Pontiac Panthers: 
Youth Football and Cheerleading

• Yapo Warriors: Shoot Out Basketball 
Camp

Adopt-a-Park Program
The City has established an Adopt-a-Park 
program in order to reduce maintenance 
costs through volunteers. Several formal 
Adopt-a-Park agreements have been formal-
ized by the City. City parks currently ben-
efiting from the program include:

• South Kiwanis Park
• Cherrylawn Park
• Richardson Park
• Pontiac Public Library Grounds

Fiscal Analysis
The tables on the following page provide 
an overview of revenues and expenditures 
related to recreation within the City of Pon-
tiac. The City General Fund Revenues and 
Expenditures Table highlights City general 
fund revenues and expenditures, including 
recreation expenditures, over three fiscal 
years. The Other Recreation Related Funds 
Table indicates other funds (not included in 
the City’s general fund) that are related to, 
or typically used for, recreation purposes for 
Fiscal Year 2011/2012.

As shown in the tables, given the City’s 
large deficit, only modest expenditures for 
parks and recreation are designated in the 
City’s general fund for FY 2011/2012. To 
supplement these limited dollars, however, 
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several other recreation-related sources 
are available. These include a Senior Activi-
ties Millage of approximately $350,000 per 
year, the usage of approximately $50,000 
per year on park improvements through 

the CDBG program, a MDNR grant for the 
development of the Clinton River Trail, and 
a modest Golf Course Fund. 

City General Fund Revenues and Expenditures

Description FY 2009/10 
Actual

FY 2010/11 
Estimated

FY 2011/12 
Proposed

Revenues
Property Taxes $12,066,732 $10,734,919 $8,187,270
Income Taxes $10,018,216 $8,700,000 $8,700,000
State Revenue Sharing $10,474,714 $10,001,002 $8,006,297
Other Revenues $12,311,690 $9,191,264 $8,782,125
Total Revenues $44,871,352 $38,627,185 $33,675,692

Expenditures
Recreation Expenditures $833,776 $887,553 $613,748

Dial-a-Ride $169,916 $137,799 $121,456

Howard Dell Center $21,294 $5,245 $15,806

Galloway Park $15,031 $16,855 $8,494

Parks $552,778 $598,617 $464,867

Recreation $74,757 $129,037 $3,125

All Other Expenditures $42,502,928 $36,093,099 $41,619,014
Total Expenditures $44,170,480 $37,868,205 $42,846,510

Revenue Over (Under) Expenditures $700,872 $758,980 ($9,170,818)

Source: City of Pontiac Proposed Budget Fiscal Year 2011/2012

Other Recreation Related Funds

Fund
Estimated FY 

2011/12 
Revenues

Estimated FY 
2011/12 

Expenditures

Senior Activities Millage* $348,138 $713,951

Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG)** $50,000 $50,000

Clinton River Linear Park Trail Grant $435,000 $435,000

Golf Course Fund $16,047 $16,047

*After FY 2011/12, the Senior Activities fund balance will be estimated at $702,536

Source: City of Pontiac Proposed Budget Fiscal Year 2011/2012
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Recreation and Resource
Inventory

Section 4

Developing a complete inventory of recre-
ation facilities, programs, and events is an 
essential component of a Parks and Rec-
reation Master Plan. It provides a base of 
information to use in developing the Ac-
tion Plan. Understanding what facilities, 
programs, and events are available to the 
residents of the City of Pontiac will assist in 
the future decision-making process.

This section of the plan includes several 
components. The first component is a de-
scription of the recreation facilities and pro-
grams that are owned and operated by the 
City. Recreation, social and cultural facili-
ties located within the City but owned and 
operated by outside agencies such as the 
public school district are also inventoried. A 
description of regional recreation facilities 
is also provided. The recreation facilities in-
ventory is followed by an assessment of the 
barrier-free compliance status of City-owned 
park facilities. Lastly, this section includes a 
description of the facilities that were par-
tially or completely developed using State 
recreation grant funding.

In order to include the most up-to-date 
facility information, a field survey of parks 
and recreation facilities was conducted by 
City staff and Wade Trim in April of 2011. 
After the field survey, recreation inventory 
tables were prepared and are provided on 
the following pages. The location of each 
recreation facility is shown on the Recre-
ation Inventory Map. 

City-Owned Parks or Facilities
In total, the City of Pontiac owns 29 public 
parks and/or recreational facilities, totaling 
505.82 acres of land. These include 9 com-
munity parks, 9 neighborhood parks and 
11 mini parks. A profile of each community 
park is included on the following pages, 
while brief descriptions of the neighborhood 
and mini parks are also provided.

In addition to the city parks, the City owns 
and operates one golf course, the Pontiac 
Municipal Golf Course, and two senior cen-
ters, Bowen’s Senior Center and Peterson 
Community Center.



10

!
!
!

!
!

!
!
!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
!

!
!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!
!
!

!
!
!

!!!!!!
!

!!!!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!
! !

! !
! !

!
! !

! !
!
! !

! !
! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! !!

!!

!
!
!

!
!

!
!
!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
!

!
!
!

!
!

!
!

!

Perry S t

M59  

Huron S t

Cass Ave

M59 Ofrp

M 5 9 Onrp

University Dr

Squ are Lake O
nrp

M59 Onrp

Te
le

gr
ap

h 
Rd

Cesar E Chavez Ave

Walton Blvd

Pike St

Ba
ld

wi
n 

A
ve

South Blvd

Jo
sly

n 
Av

e

Pa
dd

oc
k 

St

Auburn Ave

Golf Dr

University Dr

Je
ss

ie
 S

t

Montcalm St

Sa
gi

na
w 

St

Kennett Rd

Sa
nf

or
d 

St

Bagley St

Ba
y S

t

M
ar

tin
 L

ut
he

r K
in

g 
Jr

 B
lv

d

Osmun St

Gi
dd

in
gs

 R
d

Fr
an

kl
in

 R
d

Ed
iso

n 
St

St
an

le
y 

Av
e

Ri
ng

  
State St

G
enesee Ave

Ar
le

ne
 A

ve

Howard St

Highwood St

Perry S t

Voorheis  St

O
t ta w

a D
r

Su
m

m
it 

St

Featherstone St

Madison Ave

La
ke

 S
t

O
rch

ar
d  L ak

e R
d

Collier  Rd

M
ill St

Gilles pie Ave

Jo
hn

so
n 

St

Tele
graph Rd

Campus  D r

Featherstone Rd

Columbia Ave

Sa
ra

so
ta

 A
ve

Sanderson Ave
Br

an
ch

 S
t

Wesson St

Centerpoint Pk wy

Elizabeth Lake Rd

Clark St

Jackson St

Rapid St

Allis
on St

M ans field Ave

Clara Ave

Johnson St

Pike St

Kennett Rd

O
pd

yk
e 

Rd

Voorheis  Rd

County Ce nter  D
r

O
pd

yk
e 

Rd

O
pdyke R

d

Sy
lv

an
 L

ak
e

Bloomfield Twp.

W
at

er
fo

rd
 T

wp
.

Au
bu

rn
 H

ill
s

Auburn HillsLake Angelus

Crystal
Lake

Sylvan
Lake

Spring
Lake

Harr is
Lake

Terry
Lake

Galloway
Lake

Osmun
Lake

Upper
Si lver  Lake

          
       Cli nton R iv erPontiac Cre ek

    

Cl i
nt

o
n 

R

iver

G
allo w

ay Creek

Recreation
Inventory Map

0 1,500 3,000750
Feeto

Source: City of Pontiac; Oakland County

State or U.S. Highways

Railroads

Municipal Boundaries

Rivers and Streams

Water Bodies

Parcels

Educational Facilities:

Municipal Park or Facility

!(29

!(32

!(20

!(3

!(21

!(19 !(24

!(22

!(28

!(9
!(15

!(27

!(18

!(13

!(7

!(17

!(8
!(1

!(10

!(23

!(14

!(16

!(5 !(12

!(6

!(4

!(2

!(32

!(26

!(25

1. Aaron Perry Park
2. Beaudette Park
3. Crystal Lake Park
4. Galloway Park
5. Hawthorne Park
6. Jaycee Park
7. Murphy Park
8. Oakland Park
9. Rotary Park
10. Art Heaton Park
11. Baldwin Park
12. Cherrylawn Park
13. Charlie Harrison Park
14. Lakeside Park
15. Neighborhood Park
16. North Kiwanis Park
17. Richardson Park
18. South Kiwanis Park
19. Art Dunlop Park
20. Dawson Pond Park
21. Fisher Street Park
22. Indian Village Park
23. Madge Burt Park
24. Motor & Montana Park
25. Pontiac Optimist Park
26. Shirley & Willard Park
27. Steed Park
28. Stout Street Park
29. Washington Park Tot Lot
30. Bowen's Senior Center
31. Peterson Senior Center
32. Pontiac Municipal
      Golf Course

$+J

A. Alcott E.S.
B. Bethune CHANCE School
C. Crofoot School (Former)
D. Edison Perdue Academy (Former)
E. Emerson School (Former)
F. Franklin School (Former)
G. Frost Preschool (P.E.A.C.E. Academy)
H. Herrington E.S.
I. Jefferson Whittier E.S.
J. Kennedy Center/Owen E.S.
K. Le Baron School (Former)
L. Longfellow School (Former)
M. McCarroll School (Former)
N. Owen School (Former)
O. Pontiac H.S./Pontiac M.S.
P. Pontiac Central H.S. (Former)
Q. Twain School (Former)
R. Washington School (Former)
S. Webster School (Former)
T. Whitman E.S.
U. WHRC E.S./Int'l Tech Academy
V. Wisner Center
W. Notre Dame Prep. H.S.
X. Pontiac Academy Charter Sch.
Y. Trinity Christian Academy

$+A

$+N

$+K
$+O

$+W

$+E

$+T
$+M

$+Q
$+H

$+V

$+S
$+P

$+C
$+U

$+D
$+L

$+R

$+Y $+G

$+B

$+I

$+A

!(1

Educational Institutions:

Municipal Parks or Facilities:

À

À

! ! ! ! ! Clinton River Trail

$+X

$+F

Public Schools

Former Public School Sites

Other Educational Facilities

!(30

!(31

!(11

!(32

!(32

! ! ! ! ! Clinton River Trail Temporary Route



11

Map
No. Name Type Acres Pla

yg
ro

un
ds

Ba
ll F

iel
ds

Ba
sk

et
ba

ll R
im

s

Te
nn

is
Co

ur
ts

Fo
ot

ba
ll F

iel
ds

So
cc

er
Fie

lds
Vo

lle
yb

all
Co

ur
ts

Sh
elt

er
s/

Pa
vil

ion
s

Pic
nic

 A
re

a (
Y/

N)

Pa
rk

ing
Ar

ea
(Y

/N
)

Out
do

or
 B

at
hr

oo
m

s (
Y/

N)

Out
do

or
 Li

gh
tin

g 
(Y

/N
)

Fis
hin

g 
Doc

k (Y
/N

)

Golf
 C

ou
rse

 (Y
/N

)

W
alk

ing
 T

ra
ck

/P
at

hs
(Y

/N
)

Bo
at

ing
 A

cc
es

s (
Y/

N)

Notes
Community Parks

1 Aaron Perry Park CP 36.68 1 6 1 Y Y Y Dell Community Center has been leased to Playmaker University. 
Restroom is closed.

2 Beaudette Park CP 55.23 1 1 4 1 1 1 Y Y Y Y Y Y
3 Crystal Lake Park CP 29.90 1 1 Y Y Y Vehicular access to park is blocked by barricade.

4 Galloway Park CP 63.86 1 2 4 Y Y Y Y 4 tennis courts no longer used.

5 Hawthorne Park CP 166.58 1 1 Y Y Y Y Y
6 Jaycee Park CP 18.22 1 1 2 Y Y Y Y Access to adjacent baseball field (owned by car dealership) has been 

closed off.

7 Murphy Park CP 45.54 1 1 1 1 Y Y Y Other facilities include sledding hill and cricket field. Former Holland 
Community Center is closed.

8 Oakland Park CP 15.01 1 1 4 Y Y Also includes a skate park. Restroom is closed.

9 Rotary Park CP 14.88 1 4 1 Y Hayes Jones Community Center and outdoor pool is closed.

Community Parks Subtotal 445.90 9 12 16 2 0 1 4 4 - - - - - - - - -

Neighborhood Parks
10 Art Heaton Park NP 0.31 2
11 Baldwin Park NP 2.90 1 1 Y
12 Cherrylawn Park NP 5.21 1 1 2 Y
13 Charlie Harrison Park NP 1.37 1 2 Y
14 Lakeside Park NP 4.35 2 Y
15 Neighborhood Park NP 1.93 1 2 1 Y Y
16 North Kiwanis Park NP 27.05 1 1 Y
17 Richardson Park NP 4.04 1 1 Y
18 South Kiwanis Park NP 5.59 1 2 Y

Neighborhood Parks Subtotal 52.75 9 2 11 0 0 1 0 1 - - - - - - - - -

Mini Parks
19 Art Dunlop Park MP 0.43 1 4
20 Dawson Pond Park MP 0.39 Y Y Y
21 Fisher Street Park MP 0.43 1
22 Indian Village Park MP 0.39 1 Y
23 Madge Burt Park MP 0.18 1
24 Motor & Montana Park MP 0.19 1
25 Pontiac Optimist Park MP 1.26 1
26 Shirley & Willard Park MP 2.14 1 2 Y
27 Steed Park MP 0.45 1
28 Stout Street Park MP 1.07 1
29 Washington Park Tot Lot MP 0.24 1

Mini Parks Subtotal 7.17 10 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 - - - - - - - - -

Other Facilities
30 Bowen's Senior Center n/a 3.00 Y Y
31 Peterson Community Center n/a 0.46 Y
32 Pontiac Municipal Golf Course n/a 191.01 Y Y

Other Facilities Subtotal 194.47 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - - - - - - - - -

Trail Facilities
Clinton River Trail n/a n/a Y Y
Trail Facilities Subtotal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - - - - - - - - -

All Parks Totals 700.29 28 14 33 2 0 2 4 5 - - - - - - - - -

Legend:    MP = Mini-Park;  NP = Neighborhood Park;  CP = Community Park;  Y = Yes
Recreation Inventory Source: Wade Trim field survey, April 2011.

Recreation Facilities Inventory: 
City-Owned Parks
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Community Park Profiles:

Aaron Perry Park
Aaron Perry Park is an approximately 37 
acre community park along Edison Street 
in the north-central portion of the City. The 
park features six ball fields, one soccer field, 
one playground, picnic areas and gravel 
parking areas. Also located at the park is 
the former Dell Community Center, which 
is now leased and operated by Playmak-
ers University, an organization dedicated 
to training and educating student athletes. 
Some portions of the park are in poor condi-
tion, including structures with graffiti and 
an outdoor restroom, which has been closed 
due to maintenance issues.
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Community Park Profiles:

Beaudette Park
Beaudette Park is situated on 55 acres 
along the Clinton River in the southwestern 
portion of the City. The park contains many 
active facilities including two basketball 
courts, one ball field, one volleyball court, 
one tennis court and playground. Addition-
ally, the park’s riverfront location, water 
access (fishing, boating) and large open 
spaces (including picnic areas and pavilions) 
provide  ample opportunities for enjoyment 
of the natural environment. Other park 
amenities include parking areas, outdoor 
lighting and outdoor restrooms. The Clinton 
River Trail, bordering the park to the south, 
provides an opportunity for future improv-
ments to serve and attract the trail users.

Community Park Profiles:
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Crystal Lake Park
Crystal Lake Park is located on 30 acres 
along the north side of Crystal Lake in the 
southwestern portion of the City. Due to 
vandalism and the deteriorating condition of 
many of the park’s amenities, this park has 
been closed. Vehicular access to the park is 
blocked by a large barricade to prevent ille-
gal dumping. The recreation facilities at the 
park include basketball courts, an outdoor 
restroom (not functioning), swing set and 
fishing dock. Although the park has been 
closed, the park’s advantageous setting 
along the Lake provides an opportunity for 
future development or redevelopment at the 
site for recreation or other purposes.
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Community Park Profiles:

Galloway Park
This community park is located along Perry 
Street in the northeastern portion of the 
City. The large, 64 acre park offers many 
open spaces as well as access to Galloway 
Lake. Active facilities include two basketball 
courts, two ball fields, and a playground. 
However, the two ball field dugouts are in 
poor condition and in need of repairs. Four 
tennis courts are also found at the park, but 
are not in a usable condition. Picnic areas, 
parking areas, outdoor restrooms, and a 
fishing dock (currently closed for repairs) 
are also available. The former Ewalt Com-
munity Center building is located in the 
northern portion of the park.
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Community Park Profiles:

Hawthorne Park
The largest park in the City at more than 
166 acres, Hawthorne Park is located along 
Telegraph Road in the northwestern portion 
of the City. Predominantly used for passive 
recreation, this community park features 
large open spaces, including frontage on 
Upper Silver Lake, a playground, pavilion, 
picnic areas, horseshoe pits, outdoor bath-
rooms, fishing dock and boating access. 
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Community Park Profiles:

Jaycee Park
Jaycee Park comprises nearly 20 acres of 
land in the north-central portion of the City. 
This community park features both active 
and passive facilities, including two volley-
ball courts, one ball field, one playground, 
horseshoe pits, and picnic areas. Other 
amenities include a parking lot, outdoor 
lighting and outdoor restrooms. A ball field 
is located on the property adjacent to the 
park; however, no access to this ball field is 
provided.
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Community Park Profiles:

Murphy Park
Comprising 45 acres, Murphy Park is the 
largest park in the southeastern portion of 
the City. Active recreation facilities at the 
park include a playground, one ball field and 
one volleyball court, one sledding hill, and 
a cricket field. The park also features large 
open spaces, picnic area, pavilion, parking 
area, and an outdoor restroom/warming 
center. The park at one time included the 
Holland Community Center; however, this 
center was sold to, and is now operated 
by, the Salvation Army. During the sum-
mer, Murphy Park is the site of a youth day 
camp.
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Community Park Profiles:

Oakland Park
Oakland Park is located on the south side of 
Montcalm Street in the north central portion 
of the City. This 15 acre park features a new 
playground area, one ball field, two basket-
ball courts, and a skate park facility (for-
mer tennis courts). Other amenities include 
picnic areas and a parking area. Due to poor 
condition, the outdoor restroom facility has 
been closed. 

Ivy
 S

t

Montcalm St

Nels
on

 St

Gl
en

wo
od

 A
ve

Oliv
er 

StHammond StWolfe St

Glenwood Ave

[ 0 250125
Feet



20

Community Park Profiles:

Rotary Park
Rotary Park is located along Wesson Street, 
southwest of downtown Pontiac. Rotary 
Park’s 15 acres feature two basketball 
courts, one tennis court and a playground. 
A parking area and large open spaces are 
also found at the park. Bordering the south-
ern portion of the park is the Clinton River 
Trail, providing an opportunity for future im-
provements to serve and/or attract the trail 
users. The former Hayes Jones Community 
Center and outdoor pool have been closed.
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Neighborhood Parks
A total of 9 neighborhood parks are located 
in Pontiac, serving the residents of the sur-
rounding area and providing a variety of ac-
tive and passive recreational facilities. List-
ed below, these neighborhood parks total 
52.75 acres of land and offer 9 playgrounds, 
two ball fields, 11 basketball hoops, and one 
soccer field.

• Art Heaton Park
• Baldwin Park
• Cherrylawn Park
• Charlie Harrison Park
• Lakeside Park
• Neighborhood Park
• North Kiwanis Park
• Richardson Park
• South Kiwanis Park 

Mini Parks
Mini parks are small parks, typically consist-
ing of a playground and open space, that 
serve the citizens living in the immediate vi-
cinity. In total, 11 mini parks are located in 
Pontiac, each ranging between one-fifth of 
an acre to two acres in size. The mini parks 
in the City are listed below.

• Art Dunlop Park
• Dawson Pond Park
• Fisher Street Park
• Indian Village Park
• Madge Burt Park
• Motor & Montana Park
• Pontiac Optimist Park
• Shirley & Willard Park
• Steed Park
• Stout Street Park
• Washington Park Tot Lot

Cherrylawn Park

Lakeside Park

Neighborhood Park Photos

Neighborhood Park

Charlie Harrison Park



22

Other Facilities
A description of additional City-owned recre-
ation facilities is provided below.

Bowen’s Senior Center
The Robert W. Bowen’s Senior Center is 
located on Bagley Street near Orchard Lake 
Road just outside of downtown Pontiac. 
Indoor facilities include a computer room, 
meeting room, hall, and kitchen. This center 
offers a variety of programs and activities 
for the City’s senior citizens. It is currently 
utilized by groups such as the Golden Op-
portunity Club, Red Hats Society and the 
Visually Impaired Person (VIP) group.

Peterson Senior Center
The Ruth Peterson Senior Center is located 
on Joslyn Avenue in the north central por-
tion of the City. Indoor facilities include 
meeting rooms, kitchen, lunchroom, exer-
cise area, offices and a stage for plays and 
other performances. Similar to Bowen’s 
Senior Center, the Peterson Center offers 
programming and a meeting location for 
various senior groups.

Pontiac Municipal Golf Course
In operation for more than 70 years, the 
Pontiac Municipal Golf Course encompasses 
190 acres of land in the southern portion of 
the City. Most recently redeveloped in the 
fall of 1993, the 18-hole course also fea-
tures a practice putting green, clubhouse 
and restaurant. Discounts are provided for 
City of Pontiac residents. Formerly managed 
by the City of Pontiac, the golf course is now 
managed by a private contractor (since April 
of 2010).

Indian Village Park

Mini Park Photos

Madge Burt Park

Washington Park Tot Lot

Art Dunlop Park
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Clinton River Trail
The Clinton River Trail is a 16-mile trail 
within an abandoned rail line traversing 
through the heart of Oakland County, in-
cluding the cities of Pontiac, Sylvan Lake, 
Auburn Hills, Rochester Hills and Rochester. 
It connects with the existing West Bloom-
field Trail to the west, the Macomb Orchard 
Trail to the east, and Paint Creek Trail to the 
north. The Grand Trunk Railroad (originally 
called the Michigan Air Line) established 
the rail corridor in 1879. In 1998, when 
the railroad divested this portion of the rail 
road, the City of Auburn Hills purchased a 
2-mile section which was the catalyst for 
the formation of the Friends of the Clinton 
River Trail group and future acquisitions of 
the property for use as a public trail. Each 

community manages/maintains their own 
portion of the trail, while the Clinton River 
Trail Alliance (comprised of representatives 
from each community) meets monthly to 
plan and coordinate trail activities.

As shown on the Recreation Inventory Map, 
the City of Pontiac’s portion of the Clinton 
River Trail begins at the Bloomfield Town-
ship border and runs northeast toward 
downtown Pontiac. While traveling along 
this section, trail users cross over Telegraph 
Road (U.S. 24) by way of a new pedestrian 
bridge, pass by Beaudette Park, and cross 
over the Clinton River. A newly constructed 
“Downtown Pontiac Spur” then extends 
from Bagley Street and ends at downtown 
Pontiac. Currently, a “temporary route” is in 

Clinton River Trail Map
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Trail Safety & Etiquette TipsLegend

Beaudette Park
Historic Downtown Pontiac
Riverside Park
Auburn Hills Village Center
Auburn Hills Skate Park
River Woods Park
Mastodon Site
Auburn Hills Civic Center
Meadow Brook Hall
Rotary Overlook
Rochester Hills Env. Ed. Center
Veterans Memorial Pointe
Rochester College
Downtown Rochester
Rochester Hills Museum
Velodrome at Bloomer Park
Yates Cider Mill

Originally used by Native Americans as a route around the vast swamplands between
Rochester and Detroit, this trail follows the Clinton River through most of its journey across
Oakland County.  The Grand Trunk Railroad, originally called the Michigan Air Line, laid
down a rail bed along this route in 1879.  When the railroad divested this portion of the rail
line in 1998, The Friends of the Clinton River Trail group formed and became the catalyst
for acquiring this property for trail usage.  This led to the formation of the Clinton River Trail
Alliance that pursued funding sources to purchase the property and developed the Clinton
River Trail Master Plan to coordinate a seamless connection of the trail through the five
member communities.  Grant funding from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund and
GreenWays Initiative, as well as from the five individual cities made the land purchase
possible, while funding from the Michigan Department of Transportation is assisting in the
trail’s development.  The ultimate goal of connecting this trail to a regional trail network is
surely becoming a reality.

History of the Clinton River Trail
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Special Thanks to the
Following Partners:

City of Sylvan Lake
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Opdyke Rd to I-75                                    0.6
I-75 to Squirrel Rd                                     0.8
Squirrel Rd to Auburn Rd                          0.3
Auburn Rd to Adams Rd                           0.5

Rochester Rd to Letica St Parking            0.6
Letica St Parking to Dequindre Rd            1.6

Adams Rd to M-59                                    1.2
M-59 to Crooks Rd                                    1.0
Crooks Rd to Hamlin Rd                            0.2
Hamlin Rd to Livernois Rd                         1.2
Livernois Rd to Avon Rd                           0.2
Avon Rd to Rochester Rd                         1.1

Telegraph Rd to Orchard Lake Ave         0.4
Orchard Lake Ave to Bagley St                1.1
Temporary Route Through Pontiac          3.6

17

www.clintonrivertrail.org

•  Announce your presence/signal to others
•  Keep to the right
•  Pass on the left
•  Leave no trace
•  Wear a helmet
•  Use hand signals

•  Stay on designated trail
•  Wear reflective clothing
•  Pets must be on a leash
•  Clean up after your pet

Downtown Pontiac Spur

Temporary Pontiac  Route

Downtown Rochester Riverwalk

Clinton River Trail

Lakes & Rivers

School

Recreation Land

Municipal Boundaries

"W Water
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Photo of the newly completed Clinton 
River Trail bridge over Telegraph Road.
Photo Source: m-bike.org

place along Bagley Street and South Bou-
levard, which connects to the Auburn Hills 
portion of the Clinton River Trail at Opdyke 
Road. However, this sidewalk-based route 
is a non-recreational feature an serves only 
as a temporary connection. Ultimately, a 
new “northern route” is planned to be con-
structed, which will connect the Downtown 
Pontiac Spur with the Auburn Hills portion of 
the Clinton River Trail at Opdyke Road. 

The historical and proposed development of 
the Clinton River Trail in Pontiac is part of an 
ongoing four phase approach, as follows:

• Phase 1 -- Original acquisition under 
grant  TF01-115 (completed)

• Phase 2 -- Downton spur via MDOT/
Pontiac funding (completed)

• Phase 3 -- Bridge over Telegraph 
(completed)

• Phase 4 -- Connection from downton 
to Clinton River Trail at Auburn Hills 
(future)

Educational Facilities
A variety of educational facilities are located 
within the City of Pontiac that offer recre-

ational opportunities, such as playgrounds 
and ball fields, for residents in the vicinity. 
These include public school facilities owned 
and operated by the Pontiac City School Dis-
trict, as well as private schools. The Recre-
ation Inventory Map, included earlier in this 
chapter, shows the location of each school 
facility. As shown on the map, active school 
facilities are differentiated from closed 
school facilities.

A listing of the educational facilities within 
the City of Pontiac and the recreational 
facilities located at each school site is pro-
vided in the table on the following page. A 
brief description of each educational facility 
is provided below.

Pontiac City School District Facilities

Alcott Elementary School
Alcott Elementary School is located on Ken-
nett Road in the northwestern portion of the 
City. The school is situated on a 10.12 acre 
property and features one playground, one 
ball field and two basketball rims.

Bethune CHANCE School
This grades 7-12 alternative education 
school is located on Lake Street in the 
southwestern portion of the City. Situated 
on a 12.96 acre site, the school facility of-
fers one playground and four basketball 
rims.

Crofoot School (Former)
The former Crofoot School site is located on 
Pike Street, west of downtown. No recre-
ation facilities are located at the 3.05 acre 
site.
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Notes
Pontiac City School District Facilities

A Alcott Elementary School 10.12 1 1 2
B Bethune CHANCE School 12.96 1 1
C Crofoot School (Former) 3.05
D Edison Perdue Academy (Former) 5.21 1 3
E Emerson School (Former) 5.41 1 1 1
F Franklin School (Former) 8.59 2
G Frost Preschool (P.E.A.C.E. Academy) 9.99 1 1
H Herrington Elementary School 17.92 2 1 1
I Jefferson Whittier Elementary School 7.32 2 1 10 1 Field is multi-use: soccer and football.
J Kennedy Center/Owen E.S. 24.51 2 Y
K Le Baron School (Former) 4.49 1
L Longfellow School (Former) 6.49 1 1
M McCarroll School (Former) 7.15 1
N Owen School (Former) 3.76 1
O Pontiac H.S./Pontiac M.S. 120.20 1 9 2 1 Y Y
P Pontiac Central H.S. (Former) 16.25 6 1 No nets at tennis courts.
Q Twain School (Former) 9.46 1 2
R Washington School (Former) 10.91 1 Field is multi-use: soccer and football.
S Webster School (Former) 4.82 1 1
T Whitman Elementary School 17.36 3 4 1
U WHRC E.S./Intl Tech. Academy 13.71 1
V Wisner Center 21.34 1 1 1 Y Y

Pontiac City School District Facilities Subtotal 341.02 22 10 24 15 4 5 - - - -

Other Educational Facilities

W Notre Dame Prep. High School 70.50 2 6 1 Y Y Field is multi-use: soccer and football. Site includes Grimaldi Indoor 
Athletic Center.

X Pontiac Academy Charter School 9.72 2 2
Y Trinity Christian Academy 1.50

Other Educational Facilities Subtotal 81.72 2 2 2 6 1 0 - - - -

Educational Facilities Totals 422.74 24 12 26 21 5 5 - - - -

Legend:    Y = Yes

Recreation Inventory Source: Wade Trim field survey, April 2011.

Recreation Facilities Inventory: 
Educational Facilities
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Edison Perdue Academy (Former)
The former Edison Perdue Academy site is 
located on Pike Street, east of downtown. 
The 5 acre site features a playground and 
basketball hoops.

Emerson School (Former)
The former Emerson School site, located in 
the northeastern portion of the City, fea-
tures one playground, one ball field and one 
basketball hoop.

Franklin School (Former)
The former Franklin School site is located 
on the southern border of the City. The site 
includes two playgrounds.

Frost Preschool (P.E.A.C.E. Academy)
Located in the east central portion of the 
City, this site features a playground and 
basketball hoop.

Herrington Elementary School
This school is located on Bay Street in the 
east central portion of the City. Recreation 
facilities include two playgrounds, one ball 
field and one basketball hoop.

Jefferson Whittier Elementary School
Jefferson Whittier Elementary School is 
located in the southern portion of the City. 
Recreational amenities include two play-
grounds, one ball field, one multi-use soc-
cer/football field, and five basketball courts.

Kennedy Center/Owen Elementary School
The Kennedy Center and Owen Elementary 
School site is located along Baldwin Avenue 
in the northern portion of the City. The 25 
acre site includes two playgrounds and 
walking paths.

Le Baron School (Former)
Featuring one playground, the former Le 
Baron School site is located off Joslyn Av-
enue in the north central portion of the City. 

Longfellow School (Former)
The former Longfellow School site, located 
in the east central portion of the City, in-
cludes a playground and ball field.

McCarroll School (Former)
With one ball field on 7 acres, the former 
McCarroll School site is located between 
Aaron Perry Park and Oakland Park.

Owen School (Former)
Located on Columbia Avenue, the former 
Owen School site features a playground on 
approximately 4 acres of land.

Pontiac High School/Pontiac Middle School
The 120 acre Pontiac High School and Mid-
dle School campus is located in the north-
eastern portion of the City. In addition to 
indoor recreation facilities, the site offers a 
variety of outdoor facilities including 9 ten-
nis courts, one ball field, two football fields, 
and one soccer field.

Pontiac Central High School (Former)
The former Pontiac Central High School site, 
located west of downtown, features one 
football field and six tennis courts (no nets).

Twain School (Former)
Offering a playground and basketball court, 
the former Twain School site is located 
northeast of downtown.

Washington School (Former)
The former Washington School site is lo-
cated on Genesee Avenue along the western 
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edge of the City. The 11 acre site features 
one multi-purpose soccer/football field.

Webster School (Former)
The former Webster School site, located on 
Huron Street west of downtown, features a 
playground and ball field.

Whitman Elementary School
Located in the north central portion of the 
City, numerous facilities are found at Whit-
man Elementary School, including three 
playgrounds, two basketball courts and one 
soccer field.

WHRC Elementary School/
International Technical Academy
This 14 acre facility is located just east of 
downtown and features one playground.

Wisner Center
The 21 acre Wisner Center site is home to 
Wisner Stadium (football), where Pontiac 
High School games are played. According to 
World Stadiums.com, Wisner Stadium was 
constructed in 1941 and can accommodate 
6,600 spectators. Other facilities at the 
Wisner Center, located along Chavez Av-
enue, include one ball field, one soccer field, 
outdoor bathrooms and a walking track.

Other Schools
Several private school facilities are located 
in the City of Pontiac, which may offer rec-
reational opportunities for nearby residents. 
These include:

• Notre Dame Prepatory High School
• Pontiac Academy Charter School
• Trinity Christian Academy

Regional Recreation Facilities
Several regional recreation facilities are 
located within or near the City of Pontiac. A 
brief description of these facilities is pro-
vided below.

Pontiac Silverdome
The Pontiac Silverdome is a privately owned 
indoor stadium located in the eastern por-
tion of the City. The 80,000+ seat stadium 
was the home of the Detroit Lions from 
1975 to 2001 and the Detroit Pistons from 
1978 to 1988. The stadium is now used for 
a variety of sporting, entertainment and 
other special events. 

State Recreation Areas
Several state operated recreation areas 
are located outside of Pontiac. These large 
facilities offer a variety of activities, such as 
camping, fishing and hunting, to area resi-
dents. The following state recreation areas 
are located in close proximity to Pontiac:

• Dodge #4 State Park (approx. 5 miles 
west of Pontiac)

• Pontiac Lake State Recreation Area 
(approx. 10 miles west of Pontiac)

• Bald Mountain State Recreation Area 
(approx. 10 miles north of Pontiac)

• Proud Lake State Recreation Area 
(approx. 15 miles west of Pontiac)

• Highland Recreation Area (approx. 15 
miles west of Pontiac)

Huron-Clinton Metroparks
The Huron-Clinton Metropark system main-
tains numerous major park facilities in 
Southeast Michigan. The closest Metroparks 
to Pontiac include:

• Kensington Metropark (approx. 20 
miles southwest of Pontiac)
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Oakland County Trail Network Map
Source: Oakland County Parks

• Wear reflective clothing

• Protect your head/wear a helmet

• Obey traffic/trail signs

• Announce your presence/signal to others

• Warm up and stretch

• Keep your equipment tuned

• Wear protective equipment and safety pads

• Use hand signals

• Stay on designated trail/path

• Keep to the right

• Leave no trace

• Carry a cell phone

• Encourages healthy lifestyles and physical fitness

• Increases property values

• Promotes community enrichment and character

• Provides connectivity to neighboring communities

• Improves landscape aesthetics

• Provides recreation for diverse users

• Supports tourism and recreation related 
businesses 

• Preserves historic corridors and buildings 

• Links a statewide network of trails

• Provides safe, non-motorized transportation 
routes

• Encourages community revitalization

• Conserves green space and wildlife habitat

• Provides opportunities to improve air and water 
quality

• Provides opportunities for economic renewal and 
growth

• Acts as a hands-on environmental classroom

Addison Oaks County Park...................G2...FG(|È

Bald Mountain State Recreation Area....G2.F3......... FG

Bloomer Park.........................................H4......... FG(

Clinton River Trail..........................E5.F5.G5........   FG(

Clinton River Water Trail..........F5.G4.G5.H4.H5...........   |
Glen Oaks County Park...........................E7.................     (
Groveland Oaks County Park..................C2.........  FG|

Headwaters Trails.............................A2.B2.  FG(|È

Highland Oaks County Park....................B4..... FG(È

Highland State Recreation Area.........B5.C5..... FG(È

Holly State Recreation Area...............B2.C1.C2........   FG

Huron River Water Trail.........................A7.B6.B7.C6...   |
Huron Valley Trail..................................B7.B8..... FG(

I-275 & M-5 Metro Trails.......................D7.D8......... FG

Independence Oaks County Park...........E3...... FG(|

Indian Springs Metropark......................D4.....   FG(È

Island Lake State Recreation Area..........A7.....   FG(È

Kensington Metropark..........................B7.. FG(|È

Lakes Community Trail..........................C6..........    FG(

Lakeshore Park......................................C7..............  FG

Lyon Oaks County Park..........................C7..............   F(

Maybury State Park...............................C8.....     FG(È

Milford Trail...........................................B6.........   FG(

Orion Oaks County Park.........................F3.....    FG(|

Ortonville State Recreation Area............D1......... FGÈ

Paint Creek Trail...........................F3.G3.G4 .... FG(È

Polly Ann Trail..........................F2.F3.G1.G2........    FGÈ

Pontiac Lake State Recreation Area........D4.........  FGÈ

Proud Lake State Recreation Area....C6.D6..  FG(|È

Red Oaks County Park...........................H7..................   (
Rose Oaks County Park.........................B3......    F(|È

Seven Lakes State Park..........................B2.......... FG|

Shiawassee River Heritage Water Trail...A2.B2.............|
Springfield Oaks.....................................C3..... FG(È

Stony Creek Metropark.....................H3.H4.........FG(

Waterford Oaks County Park..................E4.........    FG(

West Bloomfield Trail.............................D6.E6....  FG(

White Lake Oaks County Park.................D5................. (
Woodward Corridor (Proposed)..............F6.G7.G8..     FG 

**Check with municipal offices, Michigan DNRE, Oakland County Parks, trail councils, 
and HCMA for exact pathway locations, designated uses, hours of operation, special 
events, and rules and regulations.  Trails vary in accessibility.  Please contact individual 
trail unit managers for up to date information  regarding accessibility.  All contact 
phone numbers are listed in each trail section on the reverse side.**

Index to Key Places

F Hiking

G Biking

( Cross-Country Skiing

| Canoeing & Kayaking

È Bridle Trails

Multi-use Activities

Oak Routes          Oakland County Trail Network              2010-2011 Edition

Trail
Physically separated from motorized 
vehicular traffic by an open space or 
barrier and either within the highway 
right-of-way or within an independent 
right-of-way.  These shared use paths 
may be used by pedestrians, skaters, 
wheelchair users, joggers, bicyclists, and 
other non-motorized users

Sidepath
A shared use path located immediately 
adjacent and parallel to a roadway  

Bike Route
A roadway or bikeway designated by 
the jurisdiction having authority, either 
with a unique route designation or with 
BIKE ROUTE signs, along which bicycle 
guide signs may provide directional and 
distance information. 

Park Path
Pathways within an existing County, State, 
Municipal, or Metropark recreation area

Bike Lane
A portion of a roadway which has been 
designated by pavement markings and, 
if used, signs, for the preferential or 
exclusive use of bicyclists

Water Trail
Waterways that will support established 
kayaking and canoeing trails 

County Concept
The county pathways system is 
comprised of a vision to link pathways 
and greenways throughout Oakland 
County and Southeastern Michigan.  The 
county concept envisions a hierarchy of 
pathways.  The primary corridors in the 
pathways system include a Cross County 
Trail and a North County Trail Loop.  
Secondary pathways will provide links 
to features and resources at the local 
community level.

Proposed Pathway
These potential pathways are being 
considered for future linkages and do not 
currently exist.

Lake or Pond
River or Stream
Highway
Major Road
Railroad
County Park
Recreation Land
Municipal Boundary
School

Map Legend

Map Created on: September 1, 2010 F

For additional information about the Oak Routes Trail Network or the 
Oakland County Trails Advisory Council, please visit www.oakgov.com/trails.  
Here you will find an interactive map that highlights the entire trail network 
in the county, a trail calendar of events, the Oakland County Trails Master 
Plan, individual trail maps, and much more!

Additional Information

Biking on the Lakes Community Trail

Canoeing on the Shiawassee River in Holly

Walking under Civic Center Drive in Southfield

Trail
Benefits

Trail Safety &
Etiquette Tips
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• Indian Springs Metropark (approx. 10 
miles northwest of Pontiac)

• Stony Creek Metropark (approx. 15 
miles northeast of Pontiac)

Oakland County Parks
A total of 11 parks are owned and operated 
by Oakland County. These parks provide 
a variety of recreational opportunities and 
specialized facilities. The closest Oakland 
County park to Pontiac is Waterford Oaks, 
located just west of the City limits. The 
other Oakland County parks include:

• Addison Oaks
• Catalpa Oaks
• Groveland Oaks
• Highland Oaks
• Independence Oaks
• Lyon Oaks
• Orion Oaks
• Red Oaks
• Rose Oaks
• Springfield Oaks

Non-Motorized Trails
As mentioned earlier in this chapter, the 
Clinton River Trail passes through the City of 
Pontiac, connecting to several other regional 
non-motorized trail systems in the county 
and region. 

The Oakland County trail system is a vision 
to link pathways and greenways throughout 
Oakland County and Southeast Michigan. 
The County concept includes a hierarchy 
of pathways. The primary corridors in the 
system consist of trails such as the Clinton 
River Trail. Other major existing trails in 
Oakland County include:

• Paint Creek Trail
• Polly Ann Trail

• Lakes Community Trail
• Headwaters Trails
• West Bloomfield Trail
• Huron Valley Trail
• Milford Trail
• I-275 & M-5 Metro Trails

These regional trail systems are indicated 
on the Oakland County Trail Network Map 
on the following page.

Barrier Free Status of City of Pontiac 
Parks
With the passage of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), all areas of 
public service and accommodation became 
subject to barrier free requirements, in-
cluding parks and recreation facilities and 
programs. An accessible playground is “one 
that, when viewed in its entirety, may be 
approached, entered and used by persons 
with varied disabilities”.1

To evaluate the status of the existing pub-
lic parks and recreation facilities owned by 
Pontiac, each was inventoried for their ac-
cessibility status (as defined by the MDNR) 
during a field survey conducted in April of 
2011. Each facility was given a rating of 1 
through 5 with the following definitions:2

 1.  None of the facilities/park areas   
  meet guidelines;
 2.  Some of the facilities/park areas   
  meet guidelines;
 3.  Most of the facilities/park areas meet  
  guidelines;
 4.  Entire park meets guidelines; and,
 5.  Entire park was developed/renovated  
  using principals of universal design.
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Park Name Park Type Accessibility Rating
Aaron Perry Park CP 2
Beaudette Park CP 2
Crystal Lake Park CP 2
Galloway Park CP 2
Hawthorne Park CP 2
Jaycee Park CP 2
Murphy Park CP 2
Oakland Park CP 3
Rotary Park CP 2
Art Heaton Park NP 2
Baldwin Park NP 2
Cherrylawn Park NP 2
Charlie Harrison Park NP 2
Lakeside Park NP 2
Neighborhood Park NP 2
North Kiwanis Park NP 2
Richardson Park NP 2
South Kiwanis Park NP 2
Art Dunlop Park MP 2
Dawson Pond Park MP 2
Fisher Street Park MP 2
Indian Village Park MP 2
Madge Burt Park MP 2
Motor & Montana Park MP 2
Pontiac Optimist Park MP 2
Shirley & Willard Park MP 2
Steed Park MP 2
Stout Street Park MP 2
Washington Park Tot Lot MP 2
Bowen's Senior Center n/a 3
Peterson Senior Center n/a 3
Pontiac Municipal Golf Course n/a 3
Clinton River Trail n/a 3

Rating:

1. None of the facilities/park areas  meet guidelines

2. Some of the facilities/park areas meet guidelines

3. Most of the facilities/park areas meet guidelines

4. Entire park meets guidelines

5. Entire park was developed/renovated using principals of universal design.

Barrier Free Status of City Parks
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The results of the inventory are provided in 
the Barrier Free Status of City Parks Table. 
The inventory revealed that most of the 
City’s parks have some accessible facilities, 
but the majority of facilities are not acces-
sible. Commonly, many of the City’s parks 
do not provide paved walkways to the vari-
ous recreational facilities. In several parks, 
playgrounds and other play areas feature 
raised edging or curbing that prevent access 
by disabled persons.

City of Pontiac Grants History
When preparing a Recreation Plan, the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
and Environment requires that information 
be provided concerning grants that have 
been received in the past for acquisition or 
development of recreation facilities. There-
fore, the recreation grant history for the 
City of Pontiac was obtained from the Michi-
gan Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment, Grants Management Division.

Over the years, the City has received 12 
grants from the MDNR for recreational 
facility development (16 total grants were 
awarded; however, four grant awards were 
withdrawn). A description and assessment 
of each grant, including name, grant num-
ber, year, scope and current status is pro-
vided below.

Hawthorne Park

• Grant Number: 26-00110
• Year: 1968
• Project Description: Acquisition 

of approximately 36 acres as an 
addition to an existing city park.

• Status: This park acreage remains 
active as part of Hawthorne Park.

• Photo(s): See below photo of 
Hawthorne Park.
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Pontiac Parks & Playground (19 Sites)

• Grant Number: 26-00148
• Year: 1968
• Project Description: Purchase 

of modern playground/park 
equipment for 19 parks and 
playgrounds. These sites included: 
Hawthorne Park; Beaudette Park; 
Oakland Park; Indian Village Park; 
Jaycee Park; Southwest Civic Park; 
Richardson Park; North Kiwanis 
Park; Osmun Street Play Lot; 
Murphy Park; Optimist Park; Aaron 
Perry Park; South Kiwanis Park; 
Terry Lake Picnic Area; Osmun 
Lake Picnic Area; Rotary Park; 
Hayes Jones Center Play Area; 
Fisher Street Playground; and 
Cherrylawn Street Playground.

• Status: Given the age of 
playgrounds and related facilities, 
which were constructed more than 
40 years ago, many have since 
been replaced. However, several 
parks continue to utilize the 
equipment.

• Photo(s): See below photo 
of playground equipment at 
Cherrylawn Park.

Galloway Lake Park

• Grant Number: 26-00789
• Year: 1976
• Project Description: Development 

of Galloway Park, to include two 
lighted softball fields with fencing, 
bleachers, dugouts, press box, 
storage facilities, and LWCF sign.

• Status: The softball fields and 
related equipment remain at 
Galloway Park. The facilities are 
generally in poor condition and are 
in need of repairs.

• Photo(s): See below photo of 
softball field, dugout, bleachers, 
and lighting at Galloway Park. 
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Galloway Lake Park

• Grant Number: 26-00886
• Year: 1977
• Project Description: Develop 

comfort station, four lighted tennis 
courts, two fenced basketball 
courts, roads, parking, fencing, 
security lighting, and LWCF sign.

• Status: These facilities remain at 
the park. The basketball courts 
and comfort station are in fair 
condition; the tennis courts are in 
poor condition and appear to be 
unused.

• Photo(s): See below photos of 
comfort station and tennis courts.

Galloway Lake Park

• Grant Number: 26-01472
• Year: 1987
• Project Description: Development 

of access road, picnic area, 
parking, walkways, fishing pier, 
play center, and landscaping.

• Status: These facilities remain at 
the park. Due to its poor condition, 
the fishing dock is currently closed 
for repairs.

• Photo(s): See below photo of the 
fishing dock and walkway.
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Playground Equipment at Murphy Park

• Grant Number: BF89-551
• Year: 1989
• Project Description: Replace worn 

out playground equipment. 
• Status: This playground equipment 

remains at the park and is in fair 
condition.

• Photo(s): See below photo of 
playground equipment.

Hayes Jones Pool Improvement

• Grant Number: BF90-234
• Year: 1990
• Project Description: Replace the 

swimming pool at and make 
improvements to the Hayes Jones 
Community Center.

• Status: Due to maintenance and 
funding issues, the community 
center and pool are currently 
closed.

• Photo(s): n/a

Hawthorne Park Renovation

• Grant Number: TF97-232
• Year: 1997
• Project Description: Renovate a 

boat launch and pave a parking lot.
• Status: This boat launch remains 

active and is in good condition.
• Photo(s): See below.

Clinton River Trail Acquisition

• Grant Number: TF01-115
• Year: 2001
• Project Description: Acquisition 

of 1.7 miles of railroad right-of-
way to provide a segment of the 
non-motorized Clinton River Trail 
network.

• Status: The property acquisition 
led to the construction of the trail 
for this 1.7 mile segment. 

• Photo(s): n/a
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Beaudette Park Improvements

• Grant Number: CM99-278
• Year: 1999
• Project Description: Removal and 

replacement of the basketball 
and tennis courts and playground 
equipment, a new welcome 
booth, concrete walkway and 
improvements to the park 
entrance.

• Status: These facilities remain at 
the park and are in good condition.

• Photo(s): See below photos of 
the playground, tennis court and 
basketball courts.

Clinton River Trail Pedestrian Bridge

• Grant Number: TF08-040
• Year: 2008
• Project Description: Pedestrian 

bridge structure, approach, and 
ramps.

• Status: Construction of the Clinton 
River Trail bridge over Telegraph 
Road is complete and open for trail 
use.

• Photo(s): See below.

Chapter Footnotes:

1. The Americans with Disabilities Act and How it 
Affects Your Playgrounds. Landscape Structures, 
Inc.

2. Guidelines for the Development of Community 
Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway 
Plans. Michigan Department of Natural Resourc-
es, 2009.
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37City of Pontiac Parks and Recreation Master Plan 

Basis
for Action

Section 5

Many elements must be considered prior to 
the decision-making process of establishing 
goals, guidelines and a prioritized capital 
improvements schedule for the next five 
years. A community must not base recre-
ation improvement and service decisions 
solely on the voice of a handful of residents 
or the needs and wants of community offi-
cials, but must also be aware of recreational 
trends, national standards, community opin-
ion, as well as demographic trends and the 
capability of the land and its surroundings.

This chapter attempts to consolidate the 
various factors that must be acknowledged 
and the abundance of aspects, percep-
tions, and ideas that need to be filtered and 
categorized with the end result of produc-
ing the prioritized needs of the community. 
Because there are so many factors that will 
ultimately determine needs, caution should 
be taken to not analyze each piece of infor-
mation individually, but integrate them all to 
produce the “big picture.”

Recreation Trends
Recreation trends occurring nationally may 
provide insight into activities that can be 
expected to draw a large number of par-
ticipants and activities that have shown the 
greatest growth in popularity. The National 
Sporting Goods Association (NSGA) con-
ducts national surveys that measure activi-
ties by participation and percent change 
from the previous survey. The definition of 
participation includes those persons seven 
years and older who have participated in 
the activity more than once during the year 
of the survey. 

The National Sports Participation Trends 
Table lists the top sports by total participa-
tion in 2010 and 2000, percentage change 
from 2000 to 2010, and rank by percentage 
change.

In 2010, the top five sports in which people 
participated were:

• Exercise Walking (95.8 million)
• Exercising with Equipment (55.3 

million)
• Swimming (51.9 million)
• Camping (vacation/overnight) (44.7 

million)
• Bicycle Riding (39.8 million)
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National Sports Participation Trends, 2000 to 2010

2010 2000
Exercise Walking 95.8 86.3 11.0% 14
Exercising with Equipment 55.3 44.8 23.4% 11
Swimming 51.9 60.7 -14.5% 27
Camping (vacation/overnite) 44.7 49.9 -10.4% 23
Bicycle Riding 39.8 43.1 -7.7% 21
Bowling 39.0 43.1 -9.5% 22
Aerobic Exercising 38.5 28.6 34.6% 7
Hiking 37.7 24.3 55.1% 4
Workout at Club 36.3 24.1 50.6% 5
Running/Jogging 35.5 22.8 55.7% 3
Fishing 33.8 49.3 -31.4% 37
Weight Lifting 31.5 24.8 27.0% 9
Basketball 26.9 27.1 -0.7% 20
Billiards/Pool 24.0 32.5 -26.2% 35
Golf 21.9 26.4 -17.0% 30
Boating, Motor/Power 20.0 24.2 -17.4% 31
Target Shooting 19.8 14.8 33.8% 8
Hunting with Firearms 16.3 19.1 -14.7% 28
Soccer 13.5 12.9 4.7% 17
Baseball 12.5 15.6 -19.9% 32
Tennis 12.3 10.0 23.0% 12
Backpack/Wilderness Camp 11.1 15.4 -27.9% 36
Softball 10.8 14.0 -22.9% 33
Volleyball 10.6 12.3 -13.8% 26
Football (tackle) 9.3 7.5 24.0% 10
Skateboarding 7.7 9.1 -15.4% 29
Scooter Riding 7.4 11.6 -36.2% 38
In-Line Roller Skating 7.4 21.8 -66.1% 39
Skiing (alpine) 7.4 7.4 0.0% 19
Mountain Biking (off road) 7.2 7.1 1.4% 18
Paintball Games 6.1 5.3 15.1% 13
Snowboarding 6.1 4.3 41.9% 6
Target Shooting - Airgun 5.3 3.0 76.7% 1
Hunting w/Bow & Arrow 5.2 4.7 10.6% 15
Water Skiing 5.2 5.9 -11.9% 24
Hockey (ice) 3.3 1.9 73.7% 2
Muzzleloading 3.1 2.9 6.9% 16
Wrestling* 2.9 3.8 -23.7% 34
Skiing (cross country) 2.0 2.3 -13.0% 25

*No data in 2000; figures from 2006 utilized for participation and percent change.
Source: National Sporting Goods Association, 2010.

Participation in 
Millions

Percent
Change
2000 to 

2010

Rank by 
ChangeSport
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In terms of change over the past ten years, 
the top five fastest growing sports were:

• Target Shooting - Airgun (76.7%)
• Hockey (ice) (73.7%)
• Running/jogging (55.7%)
• Hiking (55.1%)
• Workout at Club (50.6%)

In terms of change over the ten years, the 
top five declining sports were:

• In-line Roller Skating (-66.1%)
• Scooter Riding (-36.2%)
• Fishing (-31.4%)
• Backpack/wilderness camp (-27.9%)
• Billiards/pool (-26.2%)

National Planning Standards
In the process of determining and prioritiz-
ing needs, it is not only important to under-
stand the national trends in terms of par-
ticipation levels and popularity, but it is also 
imperative to compare the provision of local 
recreation facilities to published standards.  
This comparison of existing facilities to 
standard acreage and facility recommenda-
tions is another tool to assist in determining 
needs within the City of Pontiac. However, 
it should be noted that the latest available 
national standards were developed in the 
1970’s and 1980’s and may not fully reflect 
today’s needs and trends.

Acreage Standards
The National Recreation and Park Associa-
tion provides a recommended park classi-
fication system which recognizes that open 
space has various functions. The system 
categorizes open space as either mini parks, 
neighborhood parks or community parks. 
The desirable characteristics relative to 

size, function, amenities and acreage provi-
sions per 1,000 people (where available) 
are identified in the Recreation Classification 
System Table.

According to the population standards for 
the three types of parklands, the City of 
Pontiac, with a total population of 59,515 
(2010 Census), should provide the following 
amount of parkland:

• Between 14.9 and 29.8 acres of mini 
parkland;

• Between 59.5 and 119.0 acres of 
neighborhood parkland; 

• Between 297.6 and 476.1 acres of 
community parkland; and,

• Between 372.0 and 624.9 acres of 
total parkland (all types).

A comparison of the City’s existing park 
acreage against the recommended stan-
dard is provided in the Recreation Acreage 
Deficiencies Table. As shown in the table, 
the City presently contains 7.17 acres of 
mini parkland, 52.75 acres of neighborhood 
parkland, 445.90 acres of community park-
land, and 505.82 acres of total parkland. 
Thus, based on the park acreage per popu-
lation standard, the City of Pontiac is defi-
cient in mini and neighborhood parkland, 
but falls within the recommended range for 
community and total parkland.

It should be noted that the acreage stan-
dard analysis is based only on City-owned 
parks. This analysis is important given that 
the jurisdiction of this Recreation Plan cov-
ers City-owned parks. However, several 
other recreation facilities, including school 
facilities, are located within the City and 
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Recreation Acreage Deficiencies

Park Type Acreage Standard per 
Population

Acreage Range Based on 
Standard (a)

Existing
City Park 
Acreage

Surplus or 
Deficiency

Mini Park 0.25 to 0.5 acres per 1,000 14.9 to 29.8 acres 7.17 Deficiency

Neighborhood Parks 1 to 2 acres per 1,000 59.5 to 119.0 acres 52.75 Deficiency

Community Parks 5 to 8 acres per 1,000 297.6 to 476.1 acres 445.90 Within Range

All Parks 6.25 to 10.25 acres per 1,000 372.0 and 624.9 acres 505.82 Within Range
Recreation Inventory Source: Wade Trim field survey, April 2011.

Footnotes:

(a) Based on 2010 Census Population of 59,515 for the City of Pontiac.

Recreation Classification System

General Description Used to address limited, isolated, or unique recreational needs
Location Criteria Less than a ¼ mile distance in residential setting
Size Criteria Between 2,500 sq.ft. and 1 acre.
Acres per 1,000 Population 0.25 to 0.5

General Description
Remains the basic unit of the park system and serves as the recreational and social focus 
of the neighborhood. Focus is on informal active and passive recreation.

Location Criteria ¼ to ½ mile distance and uninterrupted by non-residential roads & physical barriers
Size Criteria 5 acres is considered minimum size. 5 to 10 acres is optimal size
Acres per 1,000 Population 1.0 to 2.0

General Description
Serves broader purpose than neighborhood park. Focus is on meeting community-based 
recreation needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes and open spaces.

Location Criteria
Determined by the quality and suitability of the site. Usually serves two or more 
neighborhoods and ½ to 3 mile distance

Size Criteria As needed to accommodate desired uses. Between 30 and 50 acres.
Acres per 1,000 Population 5.0 to 8.0

Source: National Recreation and Park Association

Mini-Parks

Neighborhood Parks

Community Parks
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serve its residents. Also, many parks are 
located just outside of the boundaries of the 
City. These recreation facilities should be 
taken into consideration in combination with 
the results of the acreage standard analysis 
for City-owned parks.

Park Service Areas
As shown in the Recreation Classification 
System Table, each park type is given a typ-
ical service area. For community parks, the 
NRPA estimates a 0.5 to 3-mile service area 
(the median of this range, 1.75 miles, will 
be used for the purposes of this plan). For 
neighborhood parks, the NRPA estimates a 
0.25 to 0.5-mile service area (the median of 
this range, 0.375 miles, will be used for the 
purposes of this report). For mini parks, the 
NRPA estimates a 0.25-mile service area. 

The extent of the service areas within the 
City of Pontiac based on existing parks and 
their park classification is shown on the Park 
Service Areas Map. This map effectively 
shows the locations within the City that are 
out of range of a certain type of park facil-
ity. Presently, all portions of the City are 
within 1.75 miles of a community park. 
However, there are numerous portions of 
the City that are not within 0.375 miles of a 
neighborhood or community park or are not 
within 0.25 miles of a mini park, neighbor-
hood park or community park.

As with the acreage standard analysis, this 
service area analysis was conducted by only 
considering City-owned parks. A variety of 
other school- and privately-owned recre-
ation facilities are found within the City or 
are located just outside of the City limits. 

Facility Standards
The NRPA has also published typical rec-
reation facility standards that specify facil-
ity service areas, the number of facilities 
needed to service the population as well as 
the land area needed. Standards for facili-
ties usually located within neighborhood 
and community parks are provided in the 
Recreation Facility Standards Table. These 
standards can be used in conjunction with 
the acreage standards to further identify 
Pontiac’s recreation needs.

The Recreation Facility Deficiencies Table 
provides a comparison of the City’s public 
park facilities against published recreation 
facility standards based on the City’s 2010 
population of 59,515. The public school rec-
reational facilities within the City have also 
been factored into the comparison against 
published standards. The table reveals 
several deficiencies and surpluses within the 
City.

When the City and school sites are both 
considered, several recreation facility de-
ficiencies are found, including volleyball 
courts (-8), tennis courts (-7), swimming 
pools (-3), ice hockey rinks (-1) and a trail 
(-1). Surpluses are found for the remainder 
of the facilities, including significant sur-
pluses for basketball courts (+17.5) and 
baseball/softball fields (+14).

When only the City’s recreation facilities are  
applied against the NRPA facility standard, 
deficiencies occur within several categories. 
These deficiencies include tennis courts 
(-28), volleyball courts (-8), soccer fields 
(-4), swimming pools (-3), football fields 
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1. Aaron Perry Park
2. Beaudette Park
3. Crystal Lake Park
4. Galloway Park
5. Hawthorne Park
6. Jaycee Park
7. Murphy Park
8. Oakland Park
9. Rotary Park
10. Art Heaton Park
11. Baldwin Park
12. Cherrylawn Park
13. Charlie Harrison Park
14. Lakeside Park
15. Neighborhood Park
16. North Kiwanis Park
17. Richardson Park
18. South Kiwanis Park
19. Art Dunlop Park
20. Dawson Pond Park
21. Fisher Street Park
22. Indian Village Park
23. Madge Burt Park
24. Motor & Montana Park
25. Pontiac Optimist Park
26. Shirley & Willard Park
27. Steed Park
28. Stout Street Park
29. Washington Park Tot Lot

!(1 Municipal Parks:

!(11

Park Classes:

Neighborhood Park Service Area

Mini Park Service Area

Community Park

Mini Park

Neighborhood Park

(Within 0.375 miles of a Neighborhood or Community Park)

(Within 0.25 miles of a Mini, Neighborhood or Community Park)

Note: Entire City is within a Community Park Service Area
(Within 1.75 miles of a Community Park)
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Recreation Facility Standards

Activity/Facility Minimum Space 
Requirements

Units per 
Population

Service
Radius Location Notes

Basketball Court 
(Outdoor)

2,400-3,036 sq.ft. 
(youth); 5,040-7,280 
sq.ft. (high school)

1 per 5,000 ¼ - ½ Mile
Outdoor courts in neighborhoods and 
community parks, plus active recreation 
areas in other park settings.

Ice Hockey 22,000 sq.ft. 1 per 
100,000

½ hour to 
1 hour 
travel time

Climate important consideration including 
travel time affecting number of units.

Tennis Court 7,200 sq.ft. per court; 
2 ac. per complex 1 per 2,000 ¼ - ½ mile

Best in batteries of 2-4. Located in 
neighborhood community park or adjacent 
to school site.

Volleyball Court 
(Outdoor) 4,000 sq.ft. 1 per 5,000 ¼ - ½ mile

Outdoor courts in neighborhoods and 
community parks, plus active recreation 
areas in other park settings.

Ballfields

        Baseball 3-3.85 acres

        Little League 1.2 acres

        Softball 1.5-2 acres

Football Field 1.5 acres 1 per 20,000
15-30
minutes
travel time

Usually part of baseball, football, soccer 
complex in community park or adjacent to 
high school.

Soccer Field 1.7-2.1 acres 1 per 10,000 1-2 miles
Number of units depends on popularity. 
Youth soccer on smaller fields adjacent to 
schools or neighborhood parks.

Swimming Pool 1.5 to 2 acres 1 per 20,000
15-30
minutes
travel time

Located in community park or school site.

Trails N/A 1 system per 
region

N/A N/A

1 per 5,000; 
1 lighted 
field per 
30,000

¼ - ½ mile
Part of neighborhood complex. Lighted fields 
part of community complex. Softball fields 
may also be used for youth baseball.

Source: Data from Roger A Lancaster, Ed., Recreation Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines, Alexandria, Virginia: National Recreation and 
Park Association, 1983, pages 60-61.

Recreation Facility Deficiencies

Facility
Standard 

per 
Population

Existing 
City Parks

Existing 
School or 

Other 
Facilities

Total 
Existing 
Facilities

Need 
Based on 
Standard 

(a)

Surplus or 
Deficiency

Basketball Court (Outdoor) 1 per 5,000 16.5 13 29.5 12 +17.5

Ice Hockey 1 per 100,000 0 0 0 1 -1

Tennis Court 1 per 2,000 2 21 23 30 -7

Volleyball Court 1 per 5,000 4 0 4 12 -8

Baseball/Softball Field 1 per 5,000 14 12 26 12 +14

Football Field 1 per 20,000 0 5 5 3 +2

Soccer Field 1 per 10,000 2 5 7 6 +1

Swimming Pool 1 per 20,000 0 0 0 3 -3

Trails 1 per region 0 (b) 0 0 (b) 1 -1
Recreation Inventory Source: Wade Trim field survey, April 2011.

Footnotes:

(a) Based on 2010 Census Population of 59,515 for the City of Pontiac, rounded to the nearest whole number.
(b) The Clinton River Trail is not a completed route through the City of Pontiac and thus is not considered a full trail route for the purposes 
of this analysis.

Recreation Facility Deficiencies
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(-3), ice hockey rinks (-1), and a trail (-1). 
Surpluses exist for basketball courts (+4.5) 
and baseball/softball fields (+2).

This data can be used in conjunction with 
other factors contained within this plan, 
such as the results of the focus group meet-
ings and recreation opinion survey. It should 
again be noted that these standards are 
somewhat dated and may not accurately 
reflect the popularity or decline in popularity 
of various recreation activities.

Community Demographics
The socioeconomic characteristics of a com-
munity play a role in the demand for certain 
types of recreation facilities. By examining 
socioeconomic characteristics such as popu-
lation, density, age, and household size, 
municipalities can identify trends and oppor-
tunities that may influence future land use 
and recreation decisions and policy choices.

For example, if the elementary school 
enrollment in a particular area is grow-
ing, there may be a need to plan for more 
playgrounds and children’s programs.  Con-
versely, if the population of the community 
is aging, more recreational facilities may be 
needed for senior citizens. This section pro-
vides a brief summary of the socioeconomic 
characteristics of the City of Pontiac that 
may influence parks and recreation planning 
decisions.

The 2010 U.S. Census serves as the pri-
mary source of data for this demograph-
ics section. Census statistics are presented 
for the City of Pontiac as a whole, but are 
also presented for the 17 census tracts that 

comprise the City. As a supplement to this 
analysis, a series of maps have been pre-
pared to illustrate the relevant census data 
by census tract.

City Population Trends and Projections
Since the 1970’s, the City’s population has 
declined significantly. With a peak of 85,279 
residents recorded by the 1970 Census, the 
City’s population now stands at 59,515 resi-
dents as of the 2010 Census. This equates 
to a population decline of more than 30 
percent over the 40 year span. However, 
according to the Southeast Michigan Council 
of Governments (SEMCOG) 2035 Popula-
tion Forecast, which was produced in 2007-
2008, the City’s population is slated to in-
crease from its current mark and will reach 
68,596 residents by 2035.

Population and Population Density
Population and population density charac-
teristics can have a significant influence 
on recreation planning. In general, Pontiac 
is a densely populated urban community 
making it practical for park facilities to be 
located throughout the City. However, there 
are certain portions of the City that have 
larger or fewer numbers of residents, and 
at varying densities. The Population Density 
map shows the population density of the 17 
census tracts within the City.  

As is shown on the map, higher densities 
are generally found in the central, north-
western, and southwestern portions of the 
City (particularly Census Tracts 1412, 1413, 
1417, 1420, 1422 and 1426). Lower densi-
ties are found in the southeastern corner of 
the City (Census Tract 1423) and immedi-
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1. Aaron Perry Park
2. Beaudette Park
3. Crystal Lake Park
4. Galloway Park
5. Hawthorne Park
6. Jaycee Park
7. Murphy Park
8. Oakland Park
9. Rotary Park
10. Art Heaton Park
11. Baldwin Park
12. Cherrylawn Park
13. Charlie Harrison Park
14. Lakeside Park
15. Neighborhood Park
16. North Kiwanis Park
17. Richardson Park
18. South Kiwanis Park
19. Art Dunlop Park
20. Dawson Pond Park
21. Fisher Street Park
22. Indian Village Park
23. Madge Burt Park
24. Motor & Montana Park
25. Pontiac Optimist Park
26. Shirley & Willard Park
27. Steed Park
28. Stout Street Park
29. Washington Park Tot Lot

!(1 Municipal Parks:

!(11

Population Per Sq. Mile
by Census Tract:*

1427

1423

1424

1425

1426

1420
1421 1422

1416

1417

1415

1409

1412

1411

1413

1414

1410

<= 1,718

1,719 - 2,466

2,467 - 3,895

3,896 - 5,673

>= 5,674

*Natural Breaks Classification Method

2010 Census Tract Boundaries

Census Tract ID Number1413

Municipal Parks

À

À

! ! ! ! Clinton River Trail
! ! ! ! Clinton River Trail Temporary Route



46

!
!
!

!
!

!
!
!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
!

!
!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!
!
!

!
!
!

!!!!!!
!

!!!!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!
! !

! !
! !

!
! !

! !
!
! !

! !
! !

! ! ! ! ! ! ! !!

!!

!
!
!

!
!

!
!
!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
!

!
!
!

!
!

!
!

!

Per ry St

M59  

Huron St

Cass Ave

M59 Ofrp

M 59 Onrp

Universi
ty Dr

Square Lake O
n rp

M59 Onrp

Te
le

gr
ap

h 
Rd

Cesar E Chavez Ave

Walton Blvd

Pike St

Ba
ld

wi
n 

Av
e

South Blvd

Jo
sly

n 
Av

e

Pa
dd

oc
k 

St

Golf Dr

Auburn Ave

Universi
ty Dr

Je
ss

ie 
St

Montcalm St

Sa
gi

na
w

 S
t

Kennett Rd

Sa
nf

or
d 

St

Bagley St

Ba
y 

St

M
ar

tin
 L

ut
he

r K
in

g 
Jr 

Bl
vd

Osmun St

Gi
dd

in
gs

 R
d

Fr
an

kl
in

 R
d

Ed
iso

n 
St

St
an

le
y A

ve

Ri
ng

  
State St

G
enesee Ave

Ar
le

ne
 A

ve

Howard St

Perry St

H
ig

hw
oo

d 
St

Voorheis St

O
t ta w a D

r

Su
m

m
it 

St

Featherstone St

Madison Ave

La
ke

 S
t

Orc
h ar

d L
ak

e R
d

Coll ier Rd

M
ill St

Gi llespie Ave

Jo
hn

so
n 

St

T elegraph Rd

Campus Dr

Featherstone Rd

Col umbia Av e

Sa
ra

so
ta

 A
ve

Sanders
on Ave

Br
an

ch
 S

t

Wesson St

Centerpoint Pkwy

Union St

Eli zabeth Lake Rd

Clark St

Rapid St

Jack son St

Judson St

Al li s
on St

Mansfield  Ave

Clara Ave

Johnson St

Pike St

Kennett Rd

O
pd

yk
e 

Rd

Voorheis Rd

County Center  D
r

O
pd

yk
e 

Rd

O
pdyke Rd

Sy
lv

an
 L

ak
e

Bloomfield Twp.

W
at

er
fo

rd
 T

wp
.

Au
bu

rn
 H

ill
s

Auburn HillsLake Angelus

Crystal
Lake

Sylvan
Lake

Spring
Lake

Harr is
Lake

Terry
Lake

Galloway
Lake

Osmun
Lake

Upper
Si lver  Lake

          
       Cli nton R iv erPontiac Cre ek

    

Cl i
nt

o
n 

R

iver

G
allo w

ay Creek

Median Age
0 1,500 3,000750

Feeto

Rivers and Streams

Water Bodies

Parcels

!(29

!(20

!(3

!(21

!(19 !(24

!(22

!(28

!(9
!(15

!(27

!(18

!(13

!(7

!(17

!(8
!(1

!(10

!(23

!(14

!(16

!(5 !(12

!(6

!(4

!(2

!(26

!(25

1. Aaron Perry Park
2. Beaudette Park
3. Crystal Lake Park
4. Galloway Park
5. Hawthorne Park
6. Jaycee Park
7. Murphy Park
8. Oakland Park
9. Rotary Park
10. Art Heaton Park
11. Baldwin Park
12. Cherrylawn Park
13. Charlie Harrison Park
14. Lakeside Park
15. Neighborhood Park
16. North Kiwanis Park
17. Richardson Park
18. South Kiwanis Park
19. Art Dunlop Park
20. Dawson Pond Park
21. Fisher Street Park
22. Indian Village Park
23. Madge Burt Park
24. Motor & Montana Park
25. Pontiac Optimist Park
26. Shirley & Willard Park
27. Steed Park
28. Stout Street Park
29. Washington Park Tot Lot

!(1 Municipal Parks:

!(11

Median Age
by Census Tract:*

1427

1423

1424

1425

1426

1420
1421 1422

1416

1417

1415

1409

1412

1411

1413

1414

1410

<= 30

> 30 and <= 32.2

> 32.2 and <= 33.7

> 33.7 and <= 37.5

> 37.5

*Natural Breaks Classification Method

2010 Census Tract Boundaries

Census Tract ID Number1413

Municipal Parks

À

À

Source: City of Pontiac; Oakland County; 2010 U.S. Census;

! ! ! ! Clinton River Trail
! ! ! ! Clinton River Trail Temporary Route



47

ately adjacent to Crystal Lake (Census Tract 
1425).

Median Age
Knowledge of a community’s age distribu-
tion plays a crucial role in the planning of 
recreation facilities and programs. As men-
tioned earlier, whether an area is comprised 
of older or younger citizens will greatly in-
fluence such things as the facilities that are 
most desired within parks. The Median Age 
map shows the median age for the census 
tracts within the City.

The map shows a clear geographic distinc-
tion between the northern portion of the 
City, which is relatively young, and the 
southern portion of the City, which is rela-
tively old. The three oldest census tracts in 
terms of median age are found in the south-
western corner of the City (Census Tracts 
1425, 1426 and 1427), while the next five 
oldest census tracts are in the southern and 
southeastern portions of the City (Census 
Tracts 1420, 1421, 1422, 1423 and 1424). 
The youngest census tracts in terms of 
median age are found just northwest of 
downtown (Census Tract 1417) and in the 
northeast corner of the City (Census Tracts 
1410 and 1415).

Consistent with the age characteristics of 
the different sections of the City, the City 
may want to consider providing recreation 
facilities that serve a younger or older popu-
lation as necessary. 

Household Size
A household, as defined by the US Census, 
is all persons who occupy the same housing 
unit. A housing unit can be described as a 
house, apartment, mobile home, a group of 
rooms, or a single room used as a separate 
living quarters.

A trend occurring nationwide and charac-
teristic of today’s population is the declining 
size of households. There are several fac-
tors that demographers have linked to the 
declining size. People are marrying later, 
postponing having children, and having 
fewer children. Nation-wide, married couple 
families still comprise the largest and eco-
nomically most powerful household. How-
ever, the number of single parent house-
holds is increasing, thus contributing to the 
decline in average household size.

Household size is an important factor when 
making recreation facility and program 
decisions. A high person per household 
figure can be an indication that an area 
is comprised of families with children and 
thus could justify family or youth oriented 
recreation facilities. Conversely, an area 
with a low person per household figure may 
require recreation facilities more favorable 
to singles, adults or the elderly.

The Household Size map illustrates the av-
erage household size by census tract within 
the City of Pontiac. Again, a clear geograph-
ic distinction is found between certain areas 
of the City.
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Downtown Pontiac and the neighborhoods 
immediately to the northwest, north and 
northeast feature the largest average 
household sizes in the City. These include 
Census Tracts 1409, 1413, 1414, 1415, 
1416, 1417 and 1421. The northern edge of 
the City (Census Tracts 1410 and 1411) and 
the southern half of the City (Census Tracts 
1420, 1422, 1423, 1425, 1426 and 1427) 
feature relatively lower household sizes.

Related Planning Initiatives
There are several related planning initia-
tives that are significant in terms of their 
relevance to the provision of recreation 
within the City of Pontiac. Each initiative is 
described in further detail below.

Oakland County Parks Strategic Plan 2008
The Oakland County Parks Strategic Plan 
provides a tactical approach to the continu-
ation and development of future park and 
recreation activities and serves as a guide 
in future acquisition and improvement of 
parks, recreation facilities and programs. 
The Strategic Plan was developed through 
community input, staff and key leader in-
terviews, review of existing documentation, 
and analysis of County Recreation Commis-
sion operations. The 10-year vision consists 
of various goals and implementation strat-
egies related to land, recreation facilities, 
programs and services, and operational and 
financial sustainability.

Oakland County Parks and Recreation Mas-
ter Plan 2007
The Oakland County Parks and Recreation 
Department completed a Parks and Recre-
ation Master Plan in March 2007. The pur-

pose of the plan is to guide recreation and 
planning efforts through 2011 and to meet 
necessary MDNR standards for eligibility for 
grant programs. The Master Plan includes 
an overall description of the County and 
overview of the administrative structure and 
financing for the department, an inventory 
of County Parks, a needs assessment and 
summary of public input, goals and objec-
tives, as well as a capital improvement plan 
and implementation strategies.

Oakland County Trails Master Plan
The Oakland County Trails Master Plan 
(2008) was developed to provide a frame-
work for creating a connected system of 
greenways and trails throughout Oakland 
County. This non-motorized system is en-
visioned to serve a diverse range of users, 
providing safe and well-maintained linkages 
to important natural, cultural and civic des-
tinations and other points of interest within 
and outside of the county.

The development of the Trails Master Plan 
was overseen by the Oakland Trails Advi-
sory Council, Oakland County Parks and 
Recreation Department and Oakland County 
Planning & Economic Development Services. 
These agencies serve in a leadership role in 
the development of a connected non-mo-
torized system, but rely on the determined 
efforts of numerous local municipalities, trail 
commissions, friends groups and property 
owners for trail implementation. 

The Oakland County Pathway Concept Map, 
included on the next page, illustrates the 
vision to link pathways and greenways 
throughout Oakland County. All of the ex-
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isting primary trail systems are shown on 
the map, as well as the concept for future 
connections. These connections are either 
in the design/development phase, under 
consideration, or under review, and have 
been identified as such because of their 
importance in linking the natural, cultural, 
historic and community amenities in Oak-
land County.

An important focus of the Oakland County 
Trails Master Plan was the bridging of sev-
eral primary “gaps,” or critical missing links 
that exist in the major trail system. One 
such gap was identified for the Clinton River 
Trail within Pontiac. The Trails Master Plan 
identified two potential connector routes, 
a “southern route” (using the right-of-way 
along South Boulevard) and a “northern 
route” (through downtown and along the 
Clinton River) which were assessed based 
on their opportunities and constraints. Ulti-
mately, the northern route was identified in 
the Plan as the “preferred primary connec-
tor route.”

Oakland County’s Green Infrastructure
Visioning Project
Oakland County’s Green Infrastructure 
Visioning Project focuses on identifying an 
interconnected network of green space that 
conserves natural ecosystem values and 
functions, guides sustainable development, 
and provides associated economic quality of 
life benefits to our communities.

Green infrastructure networks consist of the 
following components: 

• Hubs: Hubs anchor the network and 
provide an origin or destination for 

wildlife. Hubs range in size from large 
conservation areas to smaller parks 
and preserves. Hubs provide habitat 
for native wildlife and help maintain 
natural ecological processes. 

• Sites: Smaller ecological landscape 
features that can serve as a point of 
origin or destination or incorporate 
less extensive ecological important 
areas.

• Links: The connections that hold the 
network together and enable it to 
function. Links facilitate movement 
from one hub to another.

Using the natural areas information de-
veloped by the Michigan Natural Features 
Inventory (MNFI) as a starting point for 
analysis, the Oakland County Planning’s 
Environmental Stewardship Group has 
been working with the local communities of 
Oakland County to identify and map local 
green infrastructure elements. This process 
has been completed and has resulted in the 
creation of a Green Infrastructure Vision 
for the entire County (see graphic on next 
page). With a County-wide vision in place, 
local communities are then encouraged to 
establish recommendations for best land 
management practices, rank conservation 
priorities and identify funding needs, and 
address green infrastructure goals through 
local plans and ordinances. 

Clinton River Trail Master Plan
The Clinton River Trail Master Plan was com-
pleted in 2003 as a vision for the design and 
implementation of the trail. The Plan ad-
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Oakland County Green Infrastructure Vision Map
Source: Oakland County Environmental Stewardship Services

What is Green Infrastructure? What are the benefits?
The building blocks for Green Infrastructure are hubs, sites, 

and links.  The following definitions were used throughout 
the Oakland County Green Infrastructure community work 
sessions and visioning process:

Hub These large, contiguous areas are the 
foundation of the network and contain a large 
amount of core habitat for plants and animals.  
Hubs act as origins and destinations for a wide 
variety of living things, are typically greater 
than 250 acres in size, and include at least 
one Priority One Potential Natural Area.* 

*Due to a community’s individual level of 
development, some hubs may be smaller in 
size and may not include Potential Natural 
Areas.

Site These areas are smaller than hubs in 
size and contain less core habitat; however, 

they are an essential component to the 
natural network.  These areas include 
smaller wetland complexes, small woodlots, 

and other open space.

Link  The linear connections between 
hubs and sites are a vital component to 
the functionality of the entire network.  
Without linkages, the hubs and sites, in 
essence, become fragmented islands within 
the landscape. 

Not all Green Infrastructure projects have 
the same goals and each project may include 

a variety of land types containing a mixture of 
ecological values.  Using the Vision will place these 
projects in context and encourage environmental 
thinking that crosses political boundaries. 

The County’s Role Understanding the value of 
Oakland County’s natural heritage and developing a shared long 
term preservation vision is a critical first step in preserving our 
natural assets.  Oakland County’s Green Infrastructure Vision 

is this long term, interconnected 
vision created at the local level 
by engaged communities.  At a 
series of work sessions, facilitated 
by Oakland County between 
2005 and 2009, community 
participants inventoried existing 
natural features, established 
collaboration opportunities, 
and considered how to set and 
achieve future conservation goals.    
Programs and strategies, which 
both support the environment 
and recognize the demands of 
the economy, provide a balanced 
and sustainable approach to 

land use planning.  The County provides Green Infrastructure 
capacity building assistance to local governments, businesses, 
work groups, and individual citizens in both urban and rural 
areas.

Your Role Within this Green Infrastructure planning 
effort, all stakeholders should have the opportunity to create 
and implement their unique piece of the shared vision.  No 
one is more familiar with your community than you.  As a 
resident, business, non-profit organization or elected official, 
you are in a unique position to lead in raising awareness about 
the need for locally based Green Infrastructure.  You have the 
ability to influence and promote proactive conservation that 
fosters sustainable environmental, social, and economic health 
within your community.  Use the County’s Green Infrastructure 
Vision to help start the discussion, form partnerships, and 
place your projects within a larger planning context.

Taking a comprehensive, integrated approach to Green Infrastructure creates a multitude of 
environmental, social, and economic benefits that foster healthy and sustainable communities.   
When considering associated Green Infrastructure benefits, it’s important to keep in mind that 

even seemingly small projects, when taken together, have a meaningful impact.  By highlighting 
the connection between the environmental, social, and economic benefits associated with Green 
Infrastructure, we support a strong sense of place and create the basis for innovative solutions 

that support all stakeholders.  
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Green Infrastructure Vision
Oakland County, Michigan

Environmental Benefits

Provides habitat and biodiversity ▪
Reduces air, noise, and water pollution ▪
Safeguards natural and historic assets ▪
Manages stormwater ▪
Helps mitigate the effects of climate change ▪

Social Benefits

Helps to build a sense of place ▪
Provides outdoor learning environments ▪
Creates recreational opportunities ▪
Improves health and wellness ▪

Economic Benefits

Supports business attraction ▪
Helps to increase and maintain property values ▪
Provides free services (water filtration,  ▪
groundwater recharging, stormwater control)
Improves local and regional tourism ▪

Lakes & Rivers: 
Oakland County 
has over 1,400 
natural lakes.

Green Infrastructure Vision: 
Hubs, sites, and links make up 
this network of connected open 
space. 

Urban Boundary: Green Infrastructure in the urban 
landscape takes on a different look and feel.  By 
integrating techniques like rain gardens, green roofs, 
street trees, and pervious pavement, a community can 
help to reduce stormwater runoff and improve air quality. 

Municipal Boundary: 
There are 61 local 
units of government 
in Oakland County.
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Mark A. Benedict and Edward T. McMahon, of the Conservation Fund, defined the term green infrastructure as: 
“an interconnected network of green space that conserves natural ecosystem values and functions and provides associated benefits to human populations.”
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What is Green Infrastructure? What are the benefits?
The building blocks for Green Infrastructure are hubs, sites, 

and links.  The following definitions were used throughout 
the Oakland County Green Infrastructure community work 
sessions and visioning process:

Hub These large, contiguous areas are the 
foundation of the network and contain a large 
amount of core habitat for plants and animals.  
Hubs act as origins and destinations for a wide 
variety of living things, are typically greater 
than 250 acres in size, and include at least 
one Priority One Potential Natural Area.* 

*Due to a community’s individual level of 
development, some hubs may be smaller in 
size and may not include Potential Natural 
Areas.

Site These areas are smaller than hubs in 
size and contain less core habitat; however, 

they are an essential component to the 
natural network.  These areas include 
smaller wetland complexes, small woodlots, 

and other open space.

Link  The linear connections between 
hubs and sites are a vital component to 
the functionality of the entire network.  
Without linkages, the hubs and sites, in 
essence, become fragmented islands within 
the landscape. 

Not all Green Infrastructure projects have 
the same goals and each project may include 

a variety of land types containing a mixture of 
ecological values.  Using the Vision will place these 
projects in context and encourage environmental 
thinking that crosses political boundaries. 

The County’s Role Understanding the value of 
Oakland County’s natural heritage and developing a shared long 
term preservation vision is a critical first step in preserving our 
natural assets.  Oakland County’s Green Infrastructure Vision 

is this long term, interconnected 
vision created at the local level 
by engaged communities.  At a 
series of work sessions, facilitated 
by Oakland County between 
2005 and 2009, community 
participants inventoried existing 
natural features, established 
collaboration opportunities, 
and considered how to set and 
achieve future conservation goals.    
Programs and strategies, which 
both support the environment 
and recognize the demands of 
the economy, provide a balanced 
and sustainable approach to 

land use planning.  The County provides Green Infrastructure 
capacity building assistance to local governments, businesses, 
work groups, and individual citizens in both urban and rural 
areas.

Your Role Within this Green Infrastructure planning 
effort, all stakeholders should have the opportunity to create 
and implement their unique piece of the shared vision.  No 
one is more familiar with your community than you.  As a 
resident, business, non-profit organization or elected official, 
you are in a unique position to lead in raising awareness about 
the need for locally based Green Infrastructure.  You have the 
ability to influence and promote proactive conservation that 
fosters sustainable environmental, social, and economic health 
within your community.  Use the County’s Green Infrastructure 
Vision to help start the discussion, form partnerships, and 
place your projects within a larger planning context.

Taking a comprehensive, integrated approach to Green Infrastructure creates a multitude of 
environmental, social, and economic benefits that foster healthy and sustainable communities.   
When considering associated Green Infrastructure benefits, it’s important to keep in mind that 

even seemingly small projects, when taken together, have a meaningful impact.  By highlighting 
the connection between the environmental, social, and economic benefits associated with Green 
Infrastructure, we support a strong sense of place and create the basis for innovative solutions 

that support all stakeholders.  

Water Resources

Trail/Path Network

Natural Areas/Open Space

Natural Assets = Higher Property Values

Natural Areas
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Lakes, Rivers, & Streams
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Recreational Opportunities
Independence Township

Trail Connections
City of Rochester Hills

Native Landscaping
City of Farmington Hills

Green Roofs
Addison Township 

Conservation Development
Springfield Township

Schoolyard Habitats
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Street Trees
City of Ferndale

g
r

e
e

n
 i

n
f

r
a

s
t

r
u

c
t

u
r

e
 s

p
a

n
s

 a
c

r
o

s
s

 u
r

b
a

n
,

 s
u

b
u

r
b

a
n

,
 a

n
d

 r
u

r
a

l 
la

n
d

s
c

a
p

e
s

e x p e r i e n c e  g r e e n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  f i r s t  h a n d

Ellis Barn
Springfield Township

Nature Walk
Oakland Township

Fishing the Clinton River
City of Rochester Hills

Nature Exploration
Rose Township

Kayaking the Rouge River
City of Southfield

Native Plant Garden
City of Pontiac

Scenic Overlook
Addison Township

Rain Garden
City of Rochester Hills

Green Infrastructure Vision
Oakland County, Michigan

Environmental Benefits

Provides habitat and biodiversity ▪
Reduces air, noise, and water pollution ▪
Safeguards natural and historic assets ▪
Manages stormwater ▪
Helps mitigate the effects of climate change ▪

Social Benefits

Helps to build a sense of place ▪
Provides outdoor learning environments ▪
Creates recreational opportunities ▪
Improves health and wellness ▪

Economic Benefits

Supports business attraction ▪
Helps to increase and maintain property values ▪
Provides free services (water filtration,  ▪
groundwater recharging, stormwater control)
Improves local and regional tourism ▪

Lakes & Rivers: 
Oakland County 
has over 1,400 
natural lakes.

Green Infrastructure Vision: 
Hubs, sites, and links make up 
this network of connected open 
space. 

Urban Boundary: Green Infrastructure in the urban 
landscape takes on a different look and feel.  By 
integrating techniques like rain gardens, green roofs, 
street trees, and pervious pavement, a community can 
help to reduce stormwater runoff and improve air quality. 

Municipal Boundary: 
There are 61 local 
units of government 
in Oakland County.

Network Anchor 
(Hub) Large 
Natural Area

Network Anchor 
(Hub) Large 
Natural Area

Network Anchor 
(Hub) Large 
Natural Area

Small Natural 
Area (Site)

Small Wetland 
Area (Site)

Small Forest 
Area (Site)

River or 
Stream (Link)

Tree Row 
(Link)

Tree, Fence, 
and Hedge 
Row (Link)

Mark A. Benedict and Edward T. McMahon, of the Conservation Fund, defined the term green infrastructure as: 
“an interconnected network of green space that conserves natural ecosystem values and functions and provides associated benefits to human populations.”
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dressed the two most significant challenges 
of the trail’s implementation: crossing eigh-
teen major road corridors; and determining 
the best way to circumnavigate the existing 
trail gap in the City of Pontiac. Additionally, 
the Master Plan provided recommendations 
for the key elements of the trail’s design, 
including pathway construction, trail/road 
intersections, staging areas, interpretive ap-
proach, bridges and overlooks. 

Clinton River Trail Phase IV Conceptual 
Alignment
The proposed Phase IV of the Clinton River 
Trail through the City of Pontiac traverses 
from Woodward Avenue, east to Opdyke 
Road, generally following the Clinton River. 
In November 2009, staff from the City of 
Pontiac, Oakland County Planning, Oakland 
County Water Resources Office, the Friends 
of the Clinton River Trail and Wade Trim 
walked the proposed connector route in or-
der to develop a conceptual alignment and 
cost estimate.

The proposed alignment was selected for 
various reasons, but primarily due to prop-
erty ownership (desire to stay within right-
of-way or within City or County-owned 
property), constructability, ability for the 
trail to also be used for access/maintenance 
of the river, and consideration of providing a 
desirable setting for the trail user. The con-
ceptual alignment for Phase IV is illustrated 
on the graphic on page 54.

Friends of Clinton River Trail

Defi ning the Look and Feel of the Clinton River Trail• 16

Guidelines
9’

-3
”

4’

7’

Colored Band Per City

Wood Post

Logo Sign Panel

Stone Base Per City

3’-6”

3’
-9

”

Steel Frame

Steel Sign with 

Mounted Letters

Stone Base Per 

City

Steel Cap

Steel I-Beam

Steel Truss

Colored Outline Per City

Logo
Sign
Panel

History Style 

Park Style 

WAYFINDING SIGN

Defi nition
Wayfi nding signs direct trail users to local attractions, off-trail amenities, other trails, and where the trail 

meets other pedestrian access points.  They help with user orientation and make the trail more user-friendly.     

Where
Wayfi nding signs will be placed at points where the trail meets other trails for directional purposes and to 

highlight specifi c points of interest off the trail such as parks, schools and downtown business districts.

Style Integration 

In rural areas and natural areas wayfi nding sign posts may be constructed of wood, but include metal 

accents, such as the sign frame and steel truss on the ‘History Style’ post.

Estimated Cost Per Item

$5,000-$10,000

Defining the Look and Feel of the Clinton 
River Trail
Recognizing a need to establish a consistent 
“look and feel” for the Clinton River Trail 
across its various governmental jurisdic-
tions, the Friends of the Clinton River Trail 
completed a design guidelines report in 
2010 to serve as a supplement to the guide-
lines established in the 2003 Clinton River 
Trail Master Plan. Applicable to both rural 
and urban environments, the 2010 guide-
lines report established a signature look for 
the design of various trail amenities that al-
lows flexibility for customization across the 
municipalities yet also provides a unifying 
design scheme.
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City of Pontiac Public Input
In the development of the Master Plan, the 
City solicited input via an online survey. In 
addition, a public hearing was held once a 
draft plan was prepared.

Survey
An online survey was created and posted 
to the City of Pontiac website. A flyer was 
developed and a number of emails sent out 
to a variety of stakeholders encouraging 
completion of the survey. The survey was 
available June 15, 2011 through October 4, 
2011. Hard copies of the survey were also 
printed and made available at the Bowen’s 

and Peterson Senior Centers. Seventy-three 
(73) surveys were fully completed and 
123 surveys were partially completed. The 
survey results reported include anyone that 
answered any question (the entire survey 
didn’t need to be completed in order for 
responses to be counted). Detailed survey 
results can be found in the Appendix of this 
Master Plan.

The following is a summary of the survey 
results:
• Nearly 65% of the surveys were com-

pleted by people who have lived in the 
City for more than 20 years.

• Geographically, the majority of the re-
spondents live in the Northwest, North-
east, or Southwest sections of the City.

• The largest number of respondents were 
between the ages of 50 to 55.

Survey respondents also indicated:
• Many more programs, activities, and 

facilities are needed
• Enough parkland is available
• The job being done providing recreation-

al programs and facilities in the City was 
rated fair to poor.

• Much more funding is needed

The physical recreation opportunities that 
are currently participated in the most in-
clude:
• Walking/Hiking
• Bicycling
• Jogging
• Basketball
• Picnicking
• Fishing

The non-sport activities that are currently 
participated in the most include:
• Computer and technology classes
• Fitness classes
• Concerts
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In terms of facilities, the following items 
received the most votes for “many more 
should be developed”:
• Hiking/Walking trails
• Bicycle Paths
• Mountain biking trails 
• Indoor swimming pools
• Outdoor swimming pools

The results of survey were considered in the 
development of the Action Plan.

Public Hearing
A public hearing was held in front of City 
Council on January 27, 2012.
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Action
Program

Section 6

The Action Program details the priorities and 
direction for the City of Pontiac parks and 
recreation facilities and services over the 
next five years (2012 – 2016). As are many 
Michigan communities, the City of Pontiac is 
experiencing severe financial constraints. In 
fact, the City has been under the direction 
of a state appointed Emergency Manager 
since 2009. In the near term, City fund-
ing for any major redesign or renovation of 
park facilities is not in the realm of possibil-
ity (unless significant outside funding and/
or grants are received). This Action Program 
was prepared with these realities in mind. 
However, as Pontiac has done in years past, 
there are a number of opportunities for 
partnerships and cooperative ventures, as 
well as opportunities to leverage the little 
funding that the City does have budgeted 
for parks and recreation with other grants 
and donations. 

The Action Program includes priority goal 
statements and related objectives as well as 
a table summarizing priority capital im-
provements for the next five years. 

Goals and Objectives
Goals and objectives were developed to 
assist in providing direction to City manage-
ment, Council and staff. Goals are long-term 

ideals or end products that are desired. Ob-
jectives for each goal have been developed 
to outline more specific actions that will 
assist in meeting the goal. The goals and 
objectives are intended to be as important 
as the capital improvement priorities. They 
are listed in no particular order of impor-
tance or priority. 
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Maintenance and Crime Prevention

The condition and level of vandalism at 
many of the Parks is a continual reminder 
of the state of the City. There are a num-
ber of facilities such as light poles, dug-
outs and comfort stations throughout the 
park system that are either obsolete or 
have been vandalized to the point where 
repair is not cost effective. Not addressing 
these issues in a timely manner degrades 
the aesthetics of the parks, is a strain on 
thinly stretched maintenance personnel 
and budgets, discourages use by law abid-
ing citizens and families, and many times 
can attract more criminal activity. 

GOAL
Dedicate resources to remove obso-
lete and unsafe elements from parks 
and design all new improvements 
with crime prevention and minimal 
maintenance in mind.

OBJECTIVES
o Remove obsolete fixtures and facilities 

as outlined in the CIP table with particu-
lar focus on Community Parks such as 
Aaron Perry, Beaudette, Crystal Lake, 
Galloway, Oakland and Rotary Parks.

o Repair facilities that are damaged in a 
timely manner so as to encourage use 
and discourage vandalism.

o Improvements at parks should adhere to 
Crime Prevention Through Environmen-
tal Design (CPTED) principles and strate-
gies in order to deter criminal behavior.

o Design and select materials for minimal 
maintenance

Funding

With the City under the supervision of an 
Emergency Financial Manager, funding 
continues to be a critical issue. 

GOAL
Aggressively pursue and seek cre-
ative and unique sources and part-
nerships in order to increase funding 
for park maintenance, operation, 
programs and improvements.

OBJECTIVES
o Modify City code to allow for advertis-

ing and signage at City parks.
o Continue to seek grants from nation-

al, state, regional and local agencies 
and private foundations.

o Seek to establish endowments for 
parks to ensure long-term mainte-
nance of existing and/or new facili-
ties.

o Utilize partnerships with other gov-
ernmental or school organizations in 
order to recognize desired improve-
ments.
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o Foster relationships with the Public 
and Private schools to seek opportu-
nities for joint agreements regarding 
use, maintenance, improvements and 
long-term youth programs.

o Consider and be open to partnerships 
with private organizations for the 
joint management of facilities

o Bolster the Adopt-A-Park program 
and adoption of Right-of-Way areas 
throughout the City

o Encourage the establishment of a 
non-profit “Friends” of Pontiac Parks 
group that can secure grants and 
donations that the City is not eligible 
for and can assist in improvements at 
City Parks.

Staffing and Partnerships

Staffing dedicated to maintenance, 
improvements, operations and program-
ming for parks and recreation facilities 
has declined significantly over the last 
several years. While it is desirable to in-
crease the number of staff for parks and 
recreation, it is recognized that partner-
ships with other organizations and volun-
teers will be essential to move the parks 
and programs forward.

GOAL
Increase staffing levels as funding 
permits and seek to foster partner-
ships with organizations and volun-
teers in order to maintain a higher 
level of maintenance and offerings 
within the City.

OBJECTIVES
o Establish a Baseball/Softball Com-

mission with appointees from each 
existing League. Commission would 
be responsible for organizing, sched-
uling, facility maintenance, improve-
ments and grievances at Aaron Perry 
and Jaycee Parks. Commission would 
not be City funded.

o Seek funds (internally or externally) 
to increase staffing related to man-
agement, operations, programming 
and maintenance at the parks and 
senior centers.

o Continue conversations with Oakland 
County regarding a possible County 
Park within the City limits.
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Non-Motorized Improvements

The ability to maneuver in and around the 
City without a vehicle is not only desir-
able, but for many people, essential. 
In addition to walking or bicycling as a 
means to get to various destinations with-
in the community, a complete and con-
nected, well-maintained non-motorized 
system is beneficial to residents’ health, 
fosters a sense of community, encourages 
economic development, provides safe 
routes to school, etc.

GOAL
Provide a complete, connected, uni-
versally accessible, and well-main-
tained non-motorized network. 

OBJECTIVES
o Focus efforts to secure funding for 

the design and construction of the 
final segment (Phase IV) of the Clin-
ton River Trail and/or the CN Railroad 
north spur option.

o Continue to coordinate and partner 
with the Friends of the Clinton River 
Trail in order to assist with the comple-
tion, improvement and maintenance of 
the system including events, signage, 
surface improvements, etc.

o Encourage and facilitate discussions 
with City staff and consultants to 
ensure existing and proposed work 
within public rights-of-way meets 
the intention of the Complete Streets 
movement.

o Support the recommendations that 
evolve out of the Downtown Pontiac 
Livability Study (currently in progress).

Capital Improvements Schedule
Potential capital improvements for this 
Parks and Recreation Master Plan have been 
established to provide a guide and founda-
tion for decision makers, and to enable the 
City to apply for grant funding for proposed 
projects. The schedule is not a fixed ele-
ment and is neither all inclusive or exclu-
sive. The schedule reflects a combination of 
items including the financial realities of the 
City, input from the opinion survey, discus-
sions with City staff, and input from the 
public hearing.
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A. Parks and Recreation Survey

B. Parks and Recreation Survey Results

C. Draft Plan Availability and
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D. Public Hearing Sign-In Sheet

E. Public Hearing Minutes

F. Order of Adoption

G. Letter to Oakland County
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City of PontiacParks and Recreation Survey

Hello:You are invited to participate in a survey the City is conducting in order to gather input as we

develop a 5-year Plan for parks and recreation in Pontiac. We are asking residents of all ages to

complete a survey that asks questions about your use, concerns and desires related to parks and

recreation. It will take approximately 10 minutes to complete the questionnaire.Your participation in

this survey is completely voluntary. It is very important for us to learn your opinions. Your survey

responses will be strictly confidential and data from this research will be reported only in the

aggregate. Your information will remain confidential. If you have questions at any time about the

survey or the procedures, you may contact Ms. Heather Webb, Pontiac Ground and Forestry

Superintendent, at 248.758.3627 or by email at HWebb@pontiac.mi.us.Thank you very much for your

time. Please start with the survey now by clicking on the Continue button below.

 

 

Thinking about the number of recreational programs, activities and facilities provided in the City of

Pontiac, do you believe that overall, …

❑ Many more programs, activities and facilities are needed

❑ Somewhat more programs, activities and facilities are needed

❑ Enough programs, activities and facilities are available now

❑ Too many programs, activities and facilities are available now

❑ Undecided/Don’t Know

 

 

What other programs, activities or facilities do you think should be provided that are not currently

offered? (Write-in up to 3 responses)

 

 

 

 

 

Thinking about the number of parks in the City of Pontiac, do you believe that overall,…

❑ Much more parkland is needed

❑ Somewhat more parkland is needed

❑ Enough parkland is available now

❑ Too much parkland is available now

❑ Undecided/Don’t Know

 

 



City of PontiacParks and Recreation Survey

Is there a specific location within the City where you think more parkland should be available and

developed? (Write-in up to 3 responses)

 

 

 

 

 

Overall, how would you rate the job being done providing recreational programs and facilities in the

City of Pontiac – would you give a positive rating of excellent or pretty good, or a negative rating of

only fair or poor?

❑ Excellent

❑ Pretty good

❑ Only fair

❑ Poor

❑ Undecided/Don’t Know

 

 

What stands out for you as the main reason why you offered a positive rating of (excellent/pretty

good)? (Write comment)

 

 

 

 

 

What stands out for you as the main reason why you offered a negative rating of (only fair/poor)?

(Write comment)

 

 

 

 

 

When thinking about funding for current recreational programs, activities and facilities to provide what

is needed and wanted in Pontiac, do you think that more funding is needed, or, do you think that too

much funding is already provided?
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❑ Much more funding needed

❑ Somewhat more funding needed

❑ Enough funding provided

❑ Too much funding provided

❑ Undecided/Don’t Know

 

 

The following is a list of several specific types of physical recreational activities. Please mark the

answer that most accurately describes you and/or your family’s participation….

Currently

Participat

e

Future

Interest in

Participati

ng

Not

Interested

Undecide

d/Dont

Know

Walking or Hiking

Jogging

Soccer

Bicycling

Cross Country Skiing

Ice Hockey

Field Hockey

In-Line Hockey

Golf

Disc Golf

Skateboarding

Ice Skating

Rollerblading

Tennis

Baseball

Softball

Basketball

Football

Volleyball

Picnicking

Fishing

Boating
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Are there any other physical recreational activities that were not listed that you or other members of

your family would be interested in now or in the future? (Write-In up to 3 activities)

 

 

 

 

 

The following is a list of non-sport recreational activities. Please mark the answer that most accurately

describes you and/or your family’s participation.

Currently

Participat

e

Future

Interest in

Participati

ng

Not

Interested

Undecide

d/Dont

Know

Computer and technology classes

Arts and craft classes/activities

Fitness classes (aerobics, dance)

Outdoor youth camps

Plays and other stage productions

Concerts

Senior trips, activities, meals

 

 

Are there any other non-sport recreational activities that were not listed that you or other members of

your family would be interested in now or in the future? (Write-in up to 3 activities)

 

 

 

 

 

The following list includes several specific types of recreational facilities. For each facility listed,

please mark the answer that best represents your opinion related to the amount of each facility

available.

Many

More

More

Should

Enough

are

Undecide

d/Dont



City of PontiacParks and Recreation Survey

Should

be

Develope

d

be

Develope

d

Available Know

Soccer fields

Ice skating facilities

Skateboarding area

Baseball fields

Softball fields

Indoor swimming pools

Outdoor swimming pools

Tennis courts

Gymnasiums

Outdoor basketball courts

Outdoor volleyball courts

Community centers

Senior centers

Nature areas

Sledding and Toboggan runs

Outdoor theatre and bandstand

Spray Park

Hiking/walking trails

Bicycle Paths

Mountain biking trails

Golf Course

Disc golf course

Park pavilions

Football fields

Dog runs and play areas

 

 

Are there any other recreational facilities for either physical or non-sport recreation that were not

listed that you or other members of your family would be interested in now or in the future? (Write-in

up to 3 facilities)
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Finally, the remaining 4 questions are for statistical purposes only.

Please indicate the range in which your age falls.

❑ 9 years of age or younger

❑ 10 to 13 years

❑ 14 to 17 years

❑ 18 to 24 years

❑ 25 to 29 years

❑ 30 to 35 years

❑ 36 to 40 years

❑ 41 to 45 years

❑ 46 to 49 years

❑ 50 to 55 years

❑ 56 to 64 years

❑ 65 and over

 

 

How many years have you lived in Pontiac?

❑ 2 years or less

❑ 3 to 5 years

❑ 6 to 10 years

❑ 11 to 15 years

❑ 16 to 20 years

❑ Over 20 years

 

 

Thinking about Pontiac as a square cut into four quarters, in which of the four quarters do you live?

❑ Northwest (North of Huron St. and West of Saginaw St.)

❑ Northeast (North of M-59 and East of Saginaw St.)

❑ Southwest (South of Huron St. and West of Woodward Ave.)

❑ Southeast (South of M-59 and East of Woodward Ave.)

❑ Not Sure

 

 

Please indicate the sex of the person completing this questionnaire.

❑ Male
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❑ Female
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1. Pontiac Parks and Recreation Survey
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Thinking about the number of recreational programs, activities and 
facilities provided in the City of Pontiac, do you believe that overall, … 
 
 



 
 

Thinking about the number of parks in the City of Pontiac, do you 
believe that overall,… 
 
 



 
 

Overall, how would you rate the job being done providing recreational 
programs and facilities in the City of Pontiac – would you give a 
positive rating of excellent or pretty good, or a negative rating of only 
fair or poor? 
 
 



 
 

When thinking about funding for current recreational programs, 
activities and facilities to provide what is needed and wanted in 
Pontiac, do you think that more funding is needed, or, do you think that 
too much funding is already provided? 
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Survey Overview 
 
 



 
 

Thinking about the number of recreational programs, activities and 
facilities provided in the City of Pontiac, do you believe that overall, … 
 
 



 
 

Thinking about the number of parks in the City of Pontiac, do you 
believe that overall,… 
 
 



 
 

Overall, how would you rate the job being done providing recreational 
programs and facilities in the City of Pontiac – would you give a 
positive rating of excellent or pretty good, or a negative rating of only 
fair or poor? 
 
 



 
 

When thinking about funding for current recreational programs, 
activities and facilities to provide what is needed and wanted in 
Pontiac, do you think that more funding is needed, or, do you think that 
too much funding is already provided? 
 
 



 
 

The following is a list of several specific types of physical recreational 
activities. Please mark the answer that most accurately describes you 
and/or your family’s participation…. 
 
 



 
 

Walking or Hiking 
 
 



 
 

Jogging 
 
 



 
 

Soccer 
 
 



 
 

Bicycling 
 
 



 
 

Cross Country Skiing 
 
 



 
 

Ice Hockey 
 
 



 
 

Field Hockey 
 
 



 
 

In-Line Hockey 
 
 



 
 

Golf 
 
 



 
 

Disc Golf 
 
 



 
 

Skateboarding 
 
 



 
 

Ice Skating 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Pontiac Parks and Recreation Survey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

kmartin@pontiac.mi.us 



 
 

Survey Overview 
 
 



 
 

Thinking about the number of recreational programs, activities and 
facilities provided in the City of Pontiac, do you believe that overall, … 
 
 



 
 

Thinking about the number of parks in the City of Pontiac, do you 
believe that overall,… 
 
 



 
 

Overall, how would you rate the job being done providing recreational 
programs and facilities in the City of Pontiac – would you give a 
positive rating of excellent or pretty good, or a negative rating of only 
fair or poor? 
 
 



 
 

When thinking about funding for current recreational programs, 
activities and facilities to provide what is needed and wanted in 
Pontiac, do you think that more funding is needed, or, do you think that 
too much funding is already provided? 
 
 



 
 

The following is a list of several specific types of physical recreational 
activities. Please mark the answer that most accurately describes you 
and/or your family’s participation…. 
 
 



 
 

Walking or Hiking 
 
 



 
 

Jogging 
 
 



 
 

Soccer 
 
 



 
 

Bicycling 
 
 



 
 

Cross Country Skiing 
 
 



 
 

Ice Hockey 
 
 



 
 

Field Hockey 
 
 



 
 

In-Line Hockey 
 
 



 
 

Golf 
 
 



 
 

Disc Golf 
 
 



 
 

Skateboarding 
 
 



 
 

Ice Skating 
 
 



 
 

Rollerblading 
 
 



 
 

Rollerblading 
 
 



 
 

Tennis 
 
 



 
 

Baseball 
 
 



 
 

Softball 
 
 



 
 

Basketball 
 
 



 
 

Football 
 
 



 
 

Volleyball 
 
 



 
 

Picnicking 
 
 



 
 

Fishing 
 
 



 
 

Boating 
 
 



 
 

The following is a list of non-sport recreational activities. Please mark 
the answer that most accurately describes you and/or your family’s 
participation. 
 
 



 
 

Computer and technology classes 
 
 



 
 

Arts and craft classes/activities 
 
 



 
 

Fitness classes (aerobics, dance) 
 
 



 
 

Outdoor youth camps 
 
 



 
 

Plays and other stage productions 
 
 



 
 

Concerts 
 
 



 
 

Senior trips, activities, meals 
 
 



 
 

The following list includes several specific types of recreational 
facilities. For each facility listed, please mark the answer that best 
represents your opinion related to the amount of each facility available. 
 
 



 
 

Soccer fields 
 
 



 
 

Ice skating facilities 
 
 



 
 

Skateboarding area 
 
 



 
 

Baseball fields 
 
 



 
 

Softball fields 
 
 



 
 

Indoor swimming pools 
 
 



 
 

Outdoor swimming pools 
 
 



 
 

Tennis courts 
 
 



 
 

Gymnasiums 
 
 



 
 

Outdoor basketball courts 
 
 



 
 

Outdoor volleyball courts 
 
 



 
 

Community centers 
 
 



 
 

Senior centers 
 
 



 
 

Nature areas 
 
 



 
 

Sledding and Toboggan runs 
 
 



 
 

Outdoor theatre and bandstand 
 
 



 
 

Spray Park 
 
 



 
 

Hiking/walking trails 
 
 



 
 

Bicycle Paths 
 
 



 
 

Mountain biking trails 
 
 



 
 

Golf Course 
 
 



 
 

Disc golf course 
 
 



 
 

Park pavilions 
 
 



 
 

Football fields 
 
 



 
 

Dog runs and play areas 
 
 



 
 

Please indicate the range in which your age falls. 
 
 



 
 

How many years have you lived in Pontiac? 
 
 



 
 

Thinking about Pontiac as a square cut into four quarters, in which of 
the four quarters do you live? 
 
 



 
 

Please indicate the sex of the person completing this questionnaire. 
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TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY: 8:30AM - 6PM; SATURDAY: 10AM-4PM
SERVICE HOURS: MONDAY & THURSDAY 7AM-7PM

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY 7AM-6PM & SATURDAY 7:30AM-1:30PM

*All purchase payments are based on 72 months - Tier A Credit. All rebates to dealer including owner loyalty & competitive bonus where applicable
and security deposit waived. Tier 1@2 KMF approval required plus competitive bonus or owner loyalty must qualify. ** All payments/lease payments
are based on 39 months, 12,000 miles per year, $3,499 due + tax + license. Lease payments have owner loyalty or competitive bonus where applicable.
All rebates to dealer + destination. See dealer for details.

2012 KIA RIO EX

• 4 CYL. GDI • Auto • iPod Connect • V Floor mats
• PW/PL • AC • AM/FM/CD • Keyless Entry

LEASE FOR
$152**NOW $16,250**

MSRP $17,345

AS LOW AS 1.9% APR

2012 KIA FORTE EX

• Automatic, Keyless Entry
• Remote Start

LEASE FOR
$154**NOW $17,191**

MSRP $18,945

2012 KIA OPTIMA LX

• 4 CYL. GDI • PW/PL • AC
• Remote Start • Power Driver Seat

• Auto Mirror • Keyless Entry • Much More

LEASE FOR
$165**NOW $20,426**

MSRP $22,570

AS LOW AS 0.9% APR

2012 KIA SOUL

• 4 CYL. GDI • PW/PL • AC
• Bluetooth • AM/FM/CD
• Auto Transmission

LEASE FOR
$169**NOW $15,895**

MSRP $16,645

AS LOW AS 1.9% APR

2012 KIA SPORTAGE LX

• Back-Up Sensors • Heated Mirrors

LEASE FOR
$228**NOW $21,318**

MSRP $23,300

2012 KIA SORENTO

• GDI Engine • PW/PL • AC • AM/FM/CD
• Bluetooth • Remote Keyless Entry

• Alloys • Much More

LEASE FOR
$245**NOW $23,216**

MSRP $26,205

AS LOW AS 1.9% APR

42235 Grand River Ave., Novi 48375 II 877-517-7775
www.feldmankia.com

N
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• Bankruptcy - NO PROBLEM
• Slow Pay - NO PROBLEM

• First Time Buyer - NO PROBLEM
• Charge Offs - NO PROBLEM
• Limited Credit - NO PROBLEM
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/Mo.
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888888-- 554422-- 4499 99 00888888-- 554422-- 4499 99 00888- 542- 49 9 0

O P E N SATUR DAY • SAL E S 10-4 • SE R VICE 8-3

I-96 & M ILFORD ROAD EX IT 155A
M IN UTES W EST OF 12 OAK S M ALL
N EX T TO LOW E’S & WALM ART

w w w .lib ertychev.com

24 HO UR
HO TL INE 11--880000--443311--661133331-800-431-6133

B a n kru p t c y - NO PRO B L EM
S low Pa y - NO PRO B L EM

Firs t Tim e B u ye r- NO PRO B L EM
Ch a rg e O ffs - NO PRO B L EM

L im it e d Cre d it - NO PRO B L EM

NO CR E DIT
AP P L ICATIO NS DE NIE D

*Ba s e d on e m ploye e pric in g to qu a lifie d G M e m ploye e s a n d e lig ib le fa m ily m e m b e rs (G M S d is c ou n t). W ith proofofc u rre n t ow n e rs hip of1999 orn e w e rG M prod u c t. P lu s ta x, title , lic e n s e , d e s t.a n d d oc . All re b a te s to d e a le r. **Ba s e d on 24 m on ths , 10,000 m ile s pe rye a r(e xc e pt n e w 2012 E qu in ox -3 6 m os ./10,000 m ile s pe rye a r) throu g h Ally Ba n k forqu a lifie d G M e m ploye e s a n d e lig ib le fa m ily m e m b e rs (G M S
d is c ou n t). W ith proofofc u rre n t ow n e rs hip of1999 orn e w e rG M prod u c t. No s e c u rity d e pos it, plu s ta x a n d lic e n s e . ++Ba s e d on a pprove d 75 m on th fin a n c in g plu s d oc ., ta x, lic e n s e , a n d d e s tin a tion . +O n s e le c t m od e ls , ou t ofd e a le rs toc k, e xc lu d e s Im pa la . S e e d e a le rford e ta ils . In ve n tory u n d e rc om m on ow n e rs hip loc a te d a t 3 3 72 W .H ig hla n d R d ., 3 0400 Lyon Ce n te rD r.E ., & 423 55 G ra n d R ive r.

NEWNEW
N OW $17,110 50 *

N E W 2012 S IL V E RADO

Au to, A/C , S ta biliTr a k , Tilt,
C r u is e , AM /F M S te r e o
a n d m u ch m or e !

M S RP $23,090 S tk .#J12T238

I-696

CCUURRRREENNTT NNOONN--GGMM LLEESSSSEEEESS SSAAVVEE UUPP TTOO $$22000000CCUURRRREENNTT NNOONN--GGMM LLEESSSSEEEESS SSAAVVEE UUPP TTOO $$22000000CURRENT NON-GM LESSEES SAVE UP TO $2000
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NEWNEW 2012 C RUZ E L S

M S R P $18,465
S tk.#JX12C3 27

Air C on d ition in g , PW /PL, Tilt,
M a ts , Blu e tooth, C a r g o Ne t

a n d m u ch m or e !

N OW $16,620 50 * 36 M P G
42 M P G o n ECO m o d e l

/m o .L E ASE $8999**

TO TAL DUE : $3,05 6.29

BUY P M T $220++

w /$15 00 DO W N

/m o .

2012 C AM ARO 2L S

M S R P $25,565 S tk.#L12C680

Au to, A/C , PW /PL, F u ll S ta n d a r d
Equ ipm e n t, S ta bilitr a k

N OW $22,59853 *

GR EAT DEALS AVAILAB LE ONNEW 2011 C AM AR O C ONVER TIB LE BUY P M T
$308++

w /$15 00 DO W N

G R E AT DE AL S AVAIL ABL E O N NE W
2011 CAM AR O CO NVE R TIBL E S!

NEWNEW

/m o .

NEWNEW 2012 M AL IBU L S
N OW $17,45978*

Au to, A/C , PW /PL, Tilt,
C r u is e , M a ts , C a r g o Ne t,

m u ch m or e !

M S R P $22,810
S tk.#L12C621

L E ASE $79**

TO TAL DUE : $2,346.11

BUY P M T $233++

w /$15 00 DO W N

33 M P G

/m o .

/m o .

NEWNEW

PW /PL, Tilt, C r u is e , C D, M P3,
X M Ra d io, On S ta r & M or e .

M S R P $3 1,000

N OW $25,6190 7*

2012 TRAV ERS E L S
L E ASE
$112**

To tal Due $3,999
S tk.#J12T3 03

/m o .

PW /PL, Tilt, C r u is e , C D, M P3,
X M Ra d io, On S ta r, RoofRa ck

w /C ros s Ra ils & M or e .

M S R P $3 0,575
S tk.#L11T901

N OW $24,23 718*

2011TRAV ERS E L S

BUY P M T
$35 5 ++

w /$15 00 DO W N

NEWNEW

/m o .

2012 IM PAL A L SNEWNEW

M S R P $26,525
S tk.#L12C188

Au to, A/C , PW /PL, Tilt, C r u is e ,
AM /F M S te r e o C D, On S ta r, X M ,
K e yle s s En tr y, m u ch m or e !

N OW $19,12196*

BUY P M T
$25 7++

w /$15 00 DO W N

2 9 M P G

/m o .

NEWNEW

M S R P $24,260
S tk.#JX12T256

PW /PL, Tilt, Blu e tooth
C r u is e , & M or e .
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N OW $22,19483 *

L E ASE $166**
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Te le s c opin g S te e rin g , A/C,
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M S R P $14,495 S tk.#JX12C518
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N OW $13 ,213 66*
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*All leases an d purchases w ith approved credit, subjectto availability, plus tax, title, plate, dest. an d doc. No security depositrequired. Firsttim e buyer prog ram for applican ts w ith n o previous auto loan s, subjectto restriction s. See dealer for details. Guaran teed Trade-In Value ofqualifyin g vehicle based on in depen den tsource. C on sum er w ill g etthe hig her ofthe Guaran teed Trade-In Value, less m ileag e char g es an d dam ag e costs, or m arketvalue w hich w ill
be assessed attim e oftrade in . Applicable to all n ew Hyun daivehicles purchased on or after M ay 1, 2011. Notavailable on leased vehicles. Vaild on ly durin g m on ths 24-48 ofow n ership. Trade-In value dollar am oun tm ustbe applied tow ard a n ew vehicle an d m ustbe fin an ced throug h Hyun daiM otor Fin an ce (HM F). See Liberty Hyun daiatw w w .liberty-hyun dai.com or Feldm an Hyun daiatw w w .feldm an hyun dai.com for full details.

w w w .liberty-hyun dai.com

OPEN SATURDAY

2012 ACCE NT G L S

30492 L yo n CenterDrive
NE W HUDSO N

L O CATE D AT I-96 AND M IL F O R D R D.

11--888888--777711--992266111-888-771-9261

w w w .feldm an hyun dai.com
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ALLMAK ES & MODELS–
Ove r 2 00 P r e -Ow n e d Ve hicle s in S t o ck!

BANKRUP TCY -NO P ROBLEM
SLOW P AY -NO P ROBLEM

FIRST TIM E BUY -NO P ROBLEM
LIM ITED CREDIT -NO P ROBLEM

NO CR ED IT
AP P LICATION
D ENIED

24 HO UR HO TL INE
1-800-431-6133

3 6 M on th le a s e a n d 12k m ile s pe rye a r, $1,699 d u e a t s ig n in g .
M u s t fin a n c e throu g h H M FC a n d Tie r1 c re d it fortota l s a vin g s .

$169*
LEASE

M O .

$199*
LEASE

M O .

3 6 M on th le a s e a n d 12k m ile s pe rye a r.$999 d u e a t s ig n in g .
M u s t fin a n c e throu g h H M FC a n d Tie r1 c re d it fortota l s a vin g s .

2012 TUCSO N G L S F W D

11--887777--332222--8855 55 221-877-322-85 5 2

LLAARRGG EESSTT HHYY UUNN DDAAII IINN VV EENN TTOORRYY IINN MM IICCHHIIGG AANNLARG EST HY UN DAI IN V EN TORY IN M ICHIG AN
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W ith tie r1-2 c re d it, m u s t fin a n c e throu g h H M FC fortota l
s a vin g s .0% Up to 48 m on ths , .9% 60 m on ths .

$25,495**

2012 SO NATA G L S

3 6 M on th le a s e a n d 12k m ile s pe rye a r, $999 d ow n .
M u s t fin a n c e throu g h H M FC a n d Tie r1 c re d it fortota l s a vin g s .
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Au to, E S C, ABS , P W /P L, Blu e tooth, XM , re m ote ke yle s s ,
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Au to, P W /P L, ABS , E S C, tra c tion c on trol, c ru is e , 6 a irb a g s , XM , iP od re a d y
Au to, E S C, ABS , P W /P L, Blu e tooth, XM , re m ote ke yle s s , c ru is e ,

a lu m w he e ls , tin te d w in d ow s , TP M S , TC, H AC, D BC P W /P L, ABS , E S C, Blu e tooth, XM , iP od re a d y, 6 a irb a g s
Au to, 6 a irb a g s , tra c tion c on trol, ABS , E S C, c ru is e , a lloy w he e ls ,

le a the ra n d he a te d s e a ts , pow e rs e a ts , iP od re a d y
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3 6 M on th le a s e a n d 12k m ile s pe rye a r, $1,999 d ow n .
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THANK YOU
St. Jude for favors granted.
R.J.V.

NOTICE
All advertising published
is subject to the applica-
ble rate card, copies of
which are available from
our Advertising Depart-
ment. All ads are subject
to approval before publica-
tion. We reserve the right
to edit, refuse, reject, or
cancel any ad at any time.
Errors must be reported in
the first day of publica-
tion. We shall not be liable
for any loss or expense
that results from the publi-
cation (whether published
correctly or not) or omis-
sion of an advertisement.

Nataki Talibah School -
house of Detroit
19176 Northrop
Detroit, MI 48219
313.531.3720
313.531.3779 fax

Applications for the
2012-2013 school year
will be available:
Monday, February 6, 2012 -
Thursday, April 5, 2012

•The main phone line in the
office will be available for
messages.
•Applications will be
accepted for grades K-8
•Should applications exceed
available space, a random
selection drawing will be
held on
Lottery: Wednesday,
April 18, 2012
Re-enrollment:
January 9, 2012 -
February 1, 2012
Sibling enrollment:
January 9, 2012 -
February 1, 2012

Notice of Public Hearing
Draft Parks and Recrea -
tion Plan for Review

Notice is hereby given that a
public hearing will be held
by the Emergency
Manager’s Office on Friday,
January 27, 2012 at 9:00
a.m. at the City Hall Council
Chambers at 47450 Wood-
ward Avenue, Pontiac, MI
48342. The public hearing is
being held to receive
comments and consider the
adoption of the City of
Pontiac Parks and Recrea-
tion Master Plan 2012-2016.

A Parks and Recreation
Master Plan assists the City
in identifying recreation
needs within the community.
The plan will serve as a
guide to document priorities
for improvements. While a
Recreation Master Plan
assists the community in
determining its goals and
needs, if approved by the
Michigan Department of
Natural Resources (MDNR),
it also qualifies the commun-
ity for recreation grants
which are administered
through the MDNR Grants
Administration Section. The
proposed Master Plan
includes a community
description, an overview of
the administrative structure
of the City, an inventory of
existing facilities, a basis for
action and finally recom-
mended goals, objectives
and capital improvement pri-
orities for the next five years.

The hearing is intended to
provide an opportunity for
interested citizens to
express their opinions
regarding the aspects of the
proposed Parks and
Recreation Master Plan.

Copies of the proposed City
of Pontiac Parks and
Recreation Master Plan
2012-2016 will be available
for public review at City Hall
beginning on December 16,
2011 as well as on the City
website: www.pontiac.mi.us.

MEET IN FLINT/LANSING
Where Singles Connect
Explore and Reply FREE
Straight (810) 597-0500
Gay/Bi (810) 597-0597
Straight (517) 318-0440
Gay/B (517) 318-0333
Use Code 7625, 19+

CALL & MEET SINGLES
Match & Message FREE
Straight (313) 963-0000
Gay/Bi (313) 962-5000
Free Code 7624, 18+
Be Meeting in Minutes

FIND YOUR SOUL MATE!
Call FREE! 313-668-3000
or 800-811-1633 18+

Curious About Men?
Talk with Men like you.
Call FREE! 313-625-5222

LOCAL GIRLS GO WILD!
Call FREE! 313-887-1004
or 800-945-3616 18+

FUN Flirty, Local Women
Call FREE! 313-672-7200
0r 800-210-1010 18+

INTIMATE ENCOUNTERS
1-800-371-TALK .69
Ladies 1-313-961-MEET

11AAAAAAAAAA

A DIVORCE
From $90 Compl.

Bankruptcy $499
248-559-4448

A debt relief agcy who help
people file for bkrtcy relief

under the bkrtcy code

A DIVORCE $75
CS & R 734-425-1074

www.CSRdisability.com

AFFORDABLE FEES
Payment Plans Available

Divorce - Bankruptcy
Drunk Driving/License

248. 552.9000
Beck & Moser Exp Attorneys

A PERSONAL
BANKRUPTCY

For $500 Complete
UAW Employee Discount

FREE Consults
10yr Atty Experience

313-354-1020
njbrandlaw.com

Neal J. Brand & Assoc.

BANKRUPTCY
$0 DOWN

Attorney Joseph L Grima

We are a debt relief agency.
We help people file for

bankruptcy relief under the
bankruptcy code.

1-800-603-3333

Bankruptcy $499
attorneypierce.com

248-398-5000
Debt Relief Agency

HAL GOLDBERG former
FOC Att’y. 248.723.7243
wk or 248-842-0157

OWI-DRIVERS License Rest
30 Yrs Exp. Visa M/C
800-770-1580 Ed Cherniak
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A public hearing was called to order on Friday, January 27, 2012 at 9:03 a.m. by Pontiac Emergency 
Manager Louis H. Schimmel in the City Council Chambers of Pontiac City Hall for the purpose of 
receiving public comment on the proposed parks and recreation master plan for the City of Pontiac. 

Two comments were received by email: 

1.  An email dated December 21, 2011 from the Friends of the Clinton River Trail requesting 
maintenance and extension of the Clinton River Trail (see attached). 

2. An email dated December 21, 2011 from Oakland County (see attached). 

The following comments were made by those in attendance: 

1.  Fred Phillips of Clarkston representing the Clinton River Trail Friends stated that he is a 100% 
supporter of the plan.  The plan needs to stress safe places to walk, run, and bike.  The trail is 
only half‐completed in Pontiac.  He thanked the City, especially John Balint.  He stated that the 
Friends group has limited capital, but is willing to help apply for grants. 

2. Joseph Sinclair stated that Pontiac should seek a partnership with the schools or another City or 
the private sector for a long‐term recreation partnership.  The City should reach out to the 
Robertson Brothers because the pool is still good. 

3. Richard Agley of 873 Menomonie stated the plan is viable; it seems the trail will attract people 
to the City and bring people into the City for the day.  The trail needs to be contiguous. 

4. Claudia Fuller of 23 Boston and a member of the Friends stated that the north spur of the CN 
railroad is the most scenic property along the trail and to add this as another option; preliminary 
engineering should be started for this expansion. 

There being no further comments, Mr. Schimmel closed the public hearing at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Joseph M. Sobota, M.P.A. 
Director, Department of Community Development/Assistant to the Emergency Manager 







B U I L D I N G  R E L A T I O N S H I P S  O N  A  F O U N D A T I O N  O F  E X C E L L E N C E  
 

25251 Northline Road 734.947.9700  
P.O. Box 10  800.482.2864  
Taylor, MI  48180  734.947.9726 fax 

www.wadetrim.com  
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Letter of Transmittal
WT189-02 

 
 

If transmitted items are not as noted, notify writer immediately. 
 

 
 
 
To: Planning and Economic Development 

Oakland County 
Department 412 
1200 N. Telegraph Road 
Pontiac, MI  48641 
 

Attn: To Whom it May Concern 

RE: City of Pontiac Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
2012-2016 

 

Date: May 18, 2012 

Transmitted By: X Regular Mail  Overnight Delivery 
 

 Hand Delivered   
 

 Picked Up By:  
 

 Other:  
 

We are transmitting     1     copy(s) of the following: 
 

 Certificate for Payment No.      Discs  Prints  Specs. 

 Contract Change Order No.       Drawings  Product Literature  Tracings 

 Construction Change Req. No.       Field Measure Plans  Samples  Work Orders No.  

 Copy of Letter  Plans  Shop Drawings   

X Other:  City of Pontiac Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2012-2016 
 

For your:  Action  As Requested X Information  Review/Comment  Use 

  Approval  Distribution  Records /Files  Signature   
 
 
Remarks: As is required by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, and on behalf of the City of Pontiac, we are 

forwarding you a copy of the approved City of Pontiac Parks and Recreation Master Plan for your information and 

files. 

Job No. PON6001-01T 

By: Charles Smith, AICP 

cc:  

 
 

PW/PROJECTS/P/PON6001/01D/DOCS/TRANSMIT REC MASTER PLAN OAK CO.DOC 
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25251 Northline Road 734.947.9700  
P.O. Box 10  800.482.2864  
Taylor, MI  48180  734.947.9726 fax 

www.wadetrim.com  

B U I L D I N G  R E L A T I O N S H I P S  O N  A  F O U N D A T I O N  O F  E X C E L L E N C E  

 

Letter of Transmittal
WT189-02 

 
 

If transmitted items are not as noted, notify writer immediately. 
 

 
 
 
To: SEMCOG 

535 Griswold Street 
Suite 300 
Detroit, MI  48226-3602 
 

Attn: Mr. William Parkus 

RE: City of Pontiac Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
2012-2016 

 

 
Date: May 18, 2012 

Transmitted By: X Regular Mail  Overnight Delivery 
 

 Hand Delivered   
 

 Picked Up By:  
 

 Other:  
 

We are transmitting     1     copy(s) of the following: 
 

 Certificate for Payment No.      Discs  Prints  Specs. 

 Contract Change Order No.       Drawings  Product Literature  Tracings 

 Construction Change Req. No.       Field Measure Plans  Samples  Work Orders No.  

 Copy of Letter  Plans  Shop Drawings   

X Other:  City of Pontiac Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2012-2016 
 

For your:  Action  As Requested X Information  Review/Comment  Use 

  Approval  Distribution  Records /Files  Signature   
 
 
Remarks: As is required by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, and on behalf of the City of Pontiac, we are 

forwarding you a copy of the approved City of Pontiac Parks and Recreation Master Plan for your information and 

files. Please copy the Grants Section of the MDNR, if you should have any comments on the enclosed plan. 

Job No. PON6001-01D 

By: Charles Smith, AICP 

cc:  

 
 

PW/PROJECTS/P/PON6001/01D/DOCS/TRANSMIT REC MASTER PLAN SEMCOG.DOC 
 



500 Griswold
Suite 2500
Detroit, MI  48226

Florida
Michigan
Nebraska
North Carolina
Ohio
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